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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 
Amendment to Motion 

Resumed from 15 August on the following amendment moved by Mrs C.L. Edwardes - 

That the following words be added to the motion - 

but regrets to inform Your Excellency that the State Government has failed to govern in the 
interests of Western Australians in relation to the current water shortages 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys) [3.33 pm]:  Last week prior to the House adjourning at 5.00 pm, I had the 
opportunity to make a few comments on this amendment, and I will continue my contribution this afternoon.  I 
will try to be brief.  I know that my colleague the member for Warren-Blackwood also wishes to make a 
contribution. 

The amendment concerns the current water shortages and the failure of this Government to govern in the best 
interests of the State.  There is a water shortage in the dams in Western Australia, but there is no shortage of 
water in Western Australia.  There is nine or 10 times more water in Lake Argyle than there is in Sydney 
Harbour, but that is not the only extensive source of water in Western Australia.  We also have aquifers that 
contain enormous volumes of water.  The suburbs north of Beach Road have relied for their water supply - 
certainly for the past 15 or 20 years - on underground water from the Gnangara watertable.  In fact, so much 
water comes from that underground supply that over the past 10 years it has been used to supplement the water 
supplies that would normally come from the dams to the southern suburbs and the central business district. 

I have had the pleasure of being on a select committee that looked at underground water supplies and the damage 
and pollution that could be caused to those underground water supplies following development.  The committee 
was chaired in 1994 by Hon Mike Board.  The committee travelled to America and the United Kingdom to see 
exactly what was done with the water supplies in those countries.  Everywhere we went, people were in absolute 
awe of the fact that we had such pristine underground water in Western Australia.  The clerk who assisted us was 
John Mandy and he did an excellent job.  The people in those countries said, “For goodness sake, don’t do what 
they have done in London and parts of America.  They have ruined their underground water supply by pollution, 
by building over these underground supplies and putting industry on top of beautiful water supplies.  The 
moment you do that you will pollute that water.”  Those countries spend billions and billions of dollars purifying 
water.  That costs a lot of money.  We do not have to do that in Western Australia because we have these 
fantastic underground supplies. 

This Government is in crisis in many areas: it is in crisis in health and it is facing a water supply crisis.  I am a 
bit sceptical and sometimes wonder why we have this debate on water.  We are being told by the Premier that we 
will have to use less water but we will be charged more for the water we use.  One has to ask the question: is this 
a ploy just to gain more income for the Government to spend on its ideological schemes and policies? 
Mr P.B. Watson:  Will you take an interjection? 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I will take an interjection from the member for Albany, because he has been very orderly. 
Mr P.B. Watson:  You were saying that there is plenty of water in the metropolitan area, but what about the 
country areas? 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  That is a very good interjection, and I agree with the member.  There is a lack of water in 
the wheatbelt area, in a lot of the farming areas and in the country areas generally.  We need to get water to those 
areas.  We have the water in Western Australia; this is a very big State - a third of Australia, and we know that 
for a fact, because it is clear on the map - and we have masses of water in the top end.  I admired Hon Ernie 
Bridge, because he had a vision.  The bureaucrats argue that it would cost a fortune to get the water down here.  
The Premier has said that it would cost twice the annual budget of Western Australia to build the pipeline and 
get water down to the metropolitan and rural areas of the State.  When C.Y. O’Connor put in the pipeline to 
Kalgoorlie, he used twice the annual budget. 
Mr A.P. O’Gorman:  He was a good Irishman.  
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  He was a good Irishman with vision.  It is a great pity that he committed suicide the day 
before the water trickled through the pipeline, because he thought it would flow through earlier.  That man had 
vision.  Where is this Government’s vision?  It has no vision whatsoever.  All it wants to do is grab money.  
What is the function of the Water Corporation in this State?  I always thought that its function and purpose was 
to supply Western Australians with drinkable water and water for people to wash in and grow things from.  It is 
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not here to give the Government of the day a yearly dividend.  We know that last year the Gallop Labor 
Government ripped out an extra $50 million from the Water Corporation to fund its proposals.  Yet, it 
completely stopped the infill sewerage program.  That program was put in place by the previous Government - a 
great Government with foresight and vision..  Why did the previous Government put that program in place?  It 
did so because it stopped the pollution of ground water.  An enormous volume of water flows into the ocean off 
the northern suburbs every day.  This Government has spent $37 million on three bores.  Hip, hip hooray!  Is that 
not fantastic?  It should be doing that anyway.  The Government has not spent the money; the Water Corporation 
has spent it. 
Mr A.J. Dean:  Is that not the Government’s money anyway? 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  No, it is not the Government’s money.  It is an organisation set up to supply water to 
Western Australians.  The member for Bunbury is falling into the same trap as the Premier.  He thinks that these 
corporations, or public entities, exist to supplement funding for the Government’s ideological ideas and 
proposals.  Public entities provide an essential service to the people of Western Australia.  Western Power is an 
example; it exists to provide an essential service to the people of Western Australia.  
Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I did a lot for country areas when I introduced the buy local policy.  I did a lot for 
businesspeople and rural and regional communities.  
Mr A.J. Dean interjected.  
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I went to Bunbury on more than one occasion and it went down very well.  There is a good 
chamber of commerce in Bunbury.  What has the member done since he has been in government?  Absolutely 
zilch, apart from helping to bring in some dreadful legislation.  The Government has pandered to the gay and 
lesbians and the unionists, which are small minority groups.  However, it has done nothing for the vast majority 
of Western Australians. 
We must conserve as much water as possible because water is important and our most precious commodity.  
That description applies to any country.  Water is the most precious commodity any country can have.  One 
cannot eat or drink gold, coal or any of these wonderful resources that provide wealth to Western Australia.  If a 
country does not have water, people die because crops do not grow and people cannot be fed.  That is why such 
dreadful things occur in some third-world countries.  I am not opposed to the conservation of water because no 
commodity, especially an essential one, should be wasted.  I do not have a problem with the current water 
restrictions, which are quite sensible.  If the dams are not full, then we should not waste water.  We must 
consider the issue of water for generations to come; not just over the next 100 years but for the next 500 years. 
When I was on this important committee, I am sure I was told by an expert that there was 80 years supply of 
water underneath the Gnangara mound.  I was also told that if we go down further to one of the really deep 
aquifers, there is enough water for 10 000 years.  That may well be the case but there is a concern that if too 
much water is taken out of the ground and is not replenished, there could be other effects.  However, we are 
nowhere near that situation at the moment because there is too much water running into the ocean every day. 
Mr A.J. Dean:  I bet they sold you the Sydney Harbour Bridge along with that story.  
Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  I think the member for Bunbury is implying that there is not nine or 10 times the amount of 
water in Lake Argyle that there is in Sydney Harbour.  

Mr A.J. Dean:  No.  

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Is that what the member said?  If the member interjects he must speak up instead of 
mumbling so that I can hear what he is saying.  I do not mind taking interjections, but I would like to hear what 
the member says. 

Water is running into the ocean so I would have thought that, rather than have reactionary talk and 
scaremongering by the Government about water restrictions and increasing the cost for water, it should sink 
more bores and invest more money.  More water can then be extracted from the massive underground reservoirs.  
The Premier says that it will cost twice the State’s annual budget to bring water from Lake Argyle to the 
metropolitan area and then reticulate it to some of the country areas that the member for Albany said need water.  
I don’t know where the member for Albany got his figure from.  Did he pluck it out of the air or did some 
bureaucrats feed him that line?  The Government could consider replicating what has happened with the 
Dampier to Bunbury gas pipeline.  Epic Energy paid a fortune for that gas pipeline and it is basically a carrier or 
a haulage company.  Epic Energy carries the gas down that pipeline at a set price.  Perhaps we could find some 
corporations, either within Western Australia, Australia or internationally, that would like to invest on a long-
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term basis to transport water from Lake Argyle to the southern parts of Western Australia.  I am told it will cost 
eight times the price that metropolitan residents pay for water at the moment.  However, that is based on flimsy 
anecdotal evidence.  If a company is prepared to amortise its costs over 20 to 50 years, the water could be much 
cheaper than what has been suggested by some people.  Once again, we need vision and this Government is 
completely lacking in it.  What visionary ideas has it come up with since it has been in power?  It has been in 
government for 18 months now and has come up with absolutely nothing.  If that idea were progressed, it could 
reticulate areas between Lake Argyle and the metropolitan area to create more farming land.  The cost of this 
proposal could be spread.  I am a great admirer of Ernie Bridge.  Many people used to pooh-pooh his idea and 
laugh and ridicule him about it.  I have never been one of those people, which he knows.  I have personally told 
him that I respect him, that I like his idea and that it should be furthered by the Government of the day.  I am 
sorry that my Government did not do that when it was in power.  It should have had a sensible look at that 
proposal and gone into it in more detail.   

The problem with many ministers is that they just listen to their departmental bureaucrats and not necessarily to 
the people in their ministerial offices.  Departmental bureaucrats will feed ministers the line that they want them 
to be fed.  I can assure members that Yes Minister is as alive and well in Western Australia as it was in Sir 
Humphrey’s days in London.  Every other country in the world is the same, irrespective of whether they have the 
Westminster system.  The bureaucrats will always try to influence the ministers and get them to do whatever 
they want them to do.  I assure members that that happens in this place.  The comments that ministers come out 
with on a day-to-day basis demonstrate that they have been fed information by some bureaucrat who does not 
necessarily have the required expertise in this area.  Many of the best experts, particularly in the transportation of 
water, are outside government agencies.  This Government should be talking to the top international experts who 
earn huge amounts of money doing this work about getting water from Lake Argyle to the metropolitan area, and 
even further south.  We have that resource.   

Let us hope that we find another good Irishman like C.Y. O’Connor to do the job.  I am sorry it took an Irishman 
to do it; I would have liked it to be an Englishman, because I am English.  I take my hat off to him.  

Several members interjected. 

Mr R.F. JOHNSON:  Whether or not he needed it!  It is an oldie but a goodie.  I do not take offence.  

This State needs vision and people do not want excuses.  We do not want the spin doctoring that the Premier and 
the Government have been indulging in with regard to this water shortage.  It can be addressed simply by 
installing a few more bores.  We have the water under the ground to solve the immediate problem.  There might 
be fantastic rainfall next year and the dams might be overflowing again, just as they were a few years ago.  Let 
us do away with the spin doctoring.  The Government simply wants to grab as much money as it can.  Let us 
ensure that the people of Western Australia get the water that they not only deserve but also need.  

MR P.D. OMODEI (Warren-Blackwood) [3.55 pm]:  I rise to speak to the amendment to the motion on the 
Address-in-Reply.  The amendment refers to the State Government’s failure to govern in the interests of Western 
Australians in relation to the current water shortage.  There is no doubt that we are facing a water shortage.  The 
rainfall is similar to that recorded in 1914, which was very low indeed.  I join with the experts who are coming 
out of the woodwork to give my twopennyworth about the situation.  I do so on the basis of some experience - I 
was the Minister for Water Resources for two years, between 1993 and 1995.  Prior to entering Parliament, I 
spent 13 years as a member of the Warren-Lefroy Rivers Advisory Committee, which advised water resources 
ministers of various political persuasions.  I have also presided over projects such as the study of Perth’s future 
water supplies that was presented in 1995, “Wastewater 2040”, which dealt with marine environs affected by 
ocean outfall of waste water, the opening of the North Dandalup dam, the Conjerunup pipe head weir and several 
others.  Of course, the previous Government also built the Harvey Dam.  Those projects all contributed to the 
water supply.  In addition, work was done on a pipeline from the north of the river to the south of the river to 
connect the ground water system to the surface water system.  Those were major projects of huge dimensions.  
The bore fields, particularly those on the Yarragadee aquifer, are major facilities.  Mention has been made of the 
three new bores to be installed at the Yarragadee aquifer at a huge cost of $37 million. 

We have experienced this water supply situation previously.  Members have said there is no water shortage in 
Western Australia.  What are we talking about then?  There is a water supply shortage, despite the fact that 
enormous resources are available across Western Australia.   

I take members back to the Kimberley pipeline issue.  When I became Minister for Water Resources in 1993, I 
was going to build the pipeline.  Members should have no doubt about that.  In those days, the majority of staff 
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at the Water Authority were engineers, who are more likely than most to support a major project.  Of course, 
they supported me as the new minister - with all guns blazing - in my determination to build the pipeline.   

I visited the Ord River and Lake Argyle on a number of occasions.  The member for Hillarys mentioned that the 
water resource in that area would fill an area the size of nine Sydney Harbours.  It was referred to as nine 
“Sydarbs”.  If the overflow is built up, it can cover 11 000 square kilometres, which is a huge area.  There are at 
least three potential dam sites on the Margaret River, the Leopold River and the Fitzroy River.  There is huge 
capacity to store water in the Kimberley.   

Hon Ernie Bridge is a good friend of mine.  The Kimberley pipeline was not his idea.  The idea that the Ord 
River should be dammed was first floated in the 1960s and the project was completed in 1968.  The talk back 
then was that we should move some of that water to the metropolitan area.  When I was minister, Ernie would 
say to me, “It is simple.  I even have another industry proposal.  We can put in barramundi at the Kimberley end 
and by the time they get to Perth they will be just the right size to put in the pan.”  Ernie was a visionary and a 
nice bloke - hail-fellow-well-met.  He is very popular in Western Australia.  The only problem with the pipeline 
proposal was the cost.  Back then it was estimated to cost $8.4 billion, and the kilolitre cost in Perth would have 
been $4.50.  Ernie planned to not only bring the water to the metropolitan area, but also to green the outback in 
the process.  When I became the Minister for Water Resources there had been no water in the Gascoyne for 19 
months; there was a critical water shortage.  The domestic water supply in Carnarvon comes from the riverbed, 
and there was no river flow and the aquifer was diminishing.  Something had to be done.   

I attended meetings of growers.  Members who have had meetings with agitated growers know how interesting 
they can be.  There is no limit to what they threaten to do.  Madam Deputy Speaker, I am sure you have faced a 
similar situation in your electorate, which encompasses Wanneroo.  The growers wanted the water supply 
augmented.  I told them that the Government would install four new small bores at a cost of $2.3 million.  They 
agreed to pay for them through a hectare charge and a kilolitre charge.  At that stage, they were paying 20c a 
kilolitre for water to put on their market gardens.  What happened?  The day we finished the last bore, it rained 
so heavily that the river came rushing down and the growers refused to pay for the new bores.  The argument 
was whether the price should be 20c or 22c a kilolitre plus the charge per hectare.  The two-cent differential was 
designed to pay for the bore field.  When I put that to the growers, they told me in no uncertain terms that if the 
Government were to charge them that extra two cents a kilolitre they would go broke.  Ernie was going to supply 
water to the outback - where the ground temperature is 60 degrees Celsius - at $4.50 a kilolitre.  That is the story.  
At a cost of $8.4 billion, it was an impossible task.  It would have doubled the state debt and it was not realistic.  
They are the facts.  Some old engineers at the Water and Rivers Commission and the Water Corporation could 
tell the real story about water from the north.  I suggested to Ernie Bridge that the Lake Argyle water was fully 
committed to the Kununurra irrigation area and sugarcane project.  The next stage of the Keep River project, 
which goes right up into the Northern Territory, was progressed a great deal under the previous Government.  
All that water was committed.  I suggested to Ernie that he should consider getting the Aboriginal community to 
build a dam on the Fitzroy River, but that was taboo and it was the end of the story.   

The important point concerns what the Government has done when faced with this crisis.  It is a typical Labor 
reaction.  We have a water shortage, so the Government’s answer is to put up the price of water.  There are two 
reasons for that.  First, if the price of water is raised, some people will use less water.  Secondly, because there 
has been a reduction in the consumption of water over time, the sale of water by the Water Corporation has also 
been down and, therefore, the dividend to the Government has been reduced.  That is why an extra charge for 
water has been considered.  It is a knee-jerk reaction by the Premier to make sure that the coffers of the State are 
maintained at their normal level.   

What can be done to solve this problem?  There is no doubt that Western Australia’s 16 dams are at a critical 
stage - they are only 15 per cent full.  The Leederville aquifer in Carabooda in the northern suburbs is down 10 
metres on what it was five years ago.  It is a serious situation.  What is the next thing that the Government has 
done?  It has set up a committee to hold some forums.  This is a serious matter.  We need to approach it on a 
positive basis.  We have all the experts in the world at the Water and Rivers Commission and the Water 
Corporation who can give advice to the Government on the sorts of things that could be done.  I suspect that they 
have already given that advice.   

Ninety gigalitres of waste water is pumped into the ocean from Woodman Point and Beenyup.  There is no 
reason that water cannot be reused.  There would be a cost involved in doing that; however, why do our new 
suburbs not have dual water systems?  One reason for the shortage of water is that we are putting drinking water 
onto gardens.  That would not happen anywhere else in the world, but it happens in downtown Perth because we 
have always had an abundant supply of water.  The member for Pilbara said the other day that we should not 
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worry because it will rain again and we will be okay.  I suspect that the rainfall pattern is down, and may stay 
down for a long period.  At the same time, we can use water better.  We could use dual systems for drinking 
water and waste water.  We could reduce the consumption of water by putting in place low volume showers and 
toilets.  Those options were considered when I was the minister.  By spending $100 million, huge amounts of 
money could be saved on future capital works.  Members should bear in mind that in those days, the Water 
Authority of Western Australia dealt not only with depreciation on its dams, but also maintained those dams to 
extend their lives.  There was a big pot of money, which was used in the $800 million infill sewerage program.  
Options include the low volume consumption of water, the use of waste water, and Officer Basin up near 
Wiluna, which has been considered and is a huge water supply.  

The option to put down bores at Yarragadee has been a long-term strategy of the Water Corporation.  However, 
the $37 million cost of putting down those three bores in Gwelup, Carine and Scarborough for a yield of 15 
gigalitres of water is high.  The Water Corporation, the Water and Rivers Commission and the Department of 
Conservation and Land Management have produced several reports, some of which go back more than a decade, 
in which scientists have stated that if catchments were selectively logged and mosaic burnt, 22 gigalitres of water 
would be produced.  That is half as much again as the Gwelup, Carine and Scarborough bores would produce, 
yet it would cost virtually nothing.  Not only that, it also would provide a timber resource at a time when the 
timber industry is in crisis.  I am sure that the metropolitan mills and the mills around Harvey and Bunbury 
would appreciate that development.  To bear out my argument, I can clearly recall the time when my home town 
of Manjimup was put on water restrictions.  This area receives in excess of 40 inches of rainfall annually.  The 
town water supply came from Phillips Creek dam and Scabby Gully.  Good old Scabby Gully leaked like a sieve, 
so the Water Authority decided it had two options - it could either renew the Scabby Gully dam or have a pump 
back option.  As minister, I favoured the pump back option from Record Brook.  The Water Authority said that 
the best option was to fix Scabby Gully.  The farmers came through my electorate office in droves.  They said 
that we did not know what we were talking about.  They said that the dam would never fill up.  I got my 
bureaucrats in - the Yes Minister people - and told them that I hoped they were not hanging me out to dry.  It was 
a pretty serious matter.  If the dam did not fill up, I was going to look pretty sick as the water minister and local 
member who made the decision.  They told me that if it did not fill up in the first year, they guaranteed that it 
would fill up in the second year.  The catchment was selectively logged.  From being empty at the beginning of 
the winter, the dam filled up in the first season.  So much for all the experts who said that the water scientists and 
I did not know what we were talking about!  We need to take notice of the scientists.   

That sends a clear message about logging the catchments.  I am not saying that the catchments should be clear-
felled.  The catchments for the water supplies of wheatbelt towns are laid with either bitumen or compacted 
gravel.  Why can we not selectively log our catchments?  I know why this Government will not consider that.  It 
is concerned about what I sometimes call its coalition colleague - the Greens (WA).  I am sure that is what it is 
about.  I am sure that if the people of Western Australia were given the facts, they would understand that we 
could get 22 gigalitres of water for next to nothing compared with 15 gigalitres of water for $37 million or a 
desalination plant for $300 million.   

Within 300 kilometres of Perth, and within 200 kilometres of Wellington Dam, are 67 sites that could produce 
water in abundance.  In the early days of droving off the Scott River near Black Point, which is off the south 
coast near Flinders Bay, the cattle used to walk into the ocean to drink the water because fresh water was flowing 
to the surface from underground aquifers.  It was so abundant that the cattle were able to drink the water that was 
flowing into the ocean.  That evidence is already available.  Along the south coast are streams that cascade into 
the sea in about half a dozen places.  I could take members to Malimup, which is down south near Windy 
Harbour, where water cascades down to the beach.  That 135 000-hectare area along the south coast was set 
aside as a national park and for water conservation.  Our forefathers and the people who drafted our legislation 
were sensible enough to know that at some time in the future the State would require some water.  We are 
talking about an abundant water supply that is only 300 kilometres - not 3 000 kilometres - from a pipeline.  That 
water could be brought to Perth at a cost of between 50 and 90 cents a kilolitre.   

I am aghast that, with all the technology that is available and the information that resides within the Water and 
Rivers Commission and the Water Corporation, the Government has not come up with a solution.  The Premier’s 
solution to put the price of water up at a time when people in Western Australia are facing drought is an insult to 
those people.  Those people have hardly enough water to drink themselves, let alone for their stock.  Many of 
them are already carting water.  August is supposed to be the wettest time of the year, yet farmers are carting 
water.  Our Government’s solution is to put up the price of water.  We need a visionary statement about the 
options.  There is more than one option.  There are probably half a dozen options, including conserving water 
and encouraging people to be more conscious about their use of water.  I predict that by the end of this summer 
we will have full water restrictions.  There is no doubt in my mind.  It occurred in 1978; it is not new.  I 
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sympathise with all those people who are prepared and can afford to pay for water and who have beautiful 
gardens that have taken years to develop.  When I come into Perth along Great Eastern Highway I see beautiful 
gardens and trees that extend right into Perth and through the suburbs.  It is a shame to think that some of the 
plants in those gardens will suffer because of the inaction of the Government.  There is no doubt that the crisis is 
here.  It is not like it was when I was the minister.  The dams were 30 per cent full back then, and we had spent 
$150 million or so drought-proofing Perth.  That has not been continued.  The Government needs to get on with 
it.  We know that 2 500 gigalitres are under the ground in Western Australia, which equates to 25.6 billion 
kilolitres of water.  It is not as though Perth does not have enough water.  Perth uses between 250 and 300 
gigalitres a year through the dams and 200 gigalitres through bores.  There is no reason that we cannot encourage 
the use of bores.  The Gnangara formation is a surface aquifer and flows into the ocean.  Why can there not be 
bores along that?  The Government needs to give people incentives to install bores to catch that water, rather 
than watch it go into the ocean.  

Mr R.F. Johnson:  The Government is now talking about charging people with bores for the use of the water they 
extract.  

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  If the Government decides to implement licences for bores in metropolitan Perth, it will not 
be long before it is out of government.  The coalition Government had a vision for ensuring that Perth was 
drought proof.  That vision has not been continued under this Government, and that is why members should 
support this amendment to the Address-in-Reply.  

Amendment put and a division taken with the following result - 

Ayes (21) 

Mr R.A. Ainsworth Mrs C.L. Edwardes Mr B.K. Masters Ms S.E. Walker 
Mr C.J. Barnett Mr J.P.D. Edwards Mr P.D. Omodei Dr J.M. Woollard 
Mr M.J. Birney Ms K. Hodson-Thomas Mr P.G. Pendal Mr J.L. Bradshaw (Teller) 
Mr M.F. Board Mr R.F. Johnson Mr D.F. Barron-Sullivan  
Dr E. Constable Mr W.J. McNee Mr M.W. Trenorden  
Mr J.H.D. Day Mr A.D. Marshall Mr T.K. Waldron  

Noes (28) 

Mr J.J.M. Bowler Ms D.J. Guise Mr M. McGowan Mr J.R. Quigley 
Mr C.M. Brown Mr S.R. Hill Ms S.M. McHale Mr E.S. Ripper 
Mr A.J. Carpenter Mr J.N. Hyde Mr A.D. McRae Mrs M.H. Roberts 
Mr A.J. Dean Mr J.C. Kobelke Mr N.R. Marlborough Mr D.A. Templeman 
Mr J.B. D’Orazio Mr R.C. Kucera Ms C.A. Martin Mr P.B. Watson 
Dr J.M. Edwards Mr F.M. Logan Mr M.P. Murray Mr M.P. Whitely 
Dr G.I. Gallop Mr J.A. McGinty Mr A.P. O’Gorman Ms M.M. Quirk (Teller) 

            

Pairs 

 Mr B.J. Grylls Ms A.J. MacTiernan 
 Mr R.N. Sweetman Ms J.A. Radisich 

Amendment thus negatived. 

Debate (on motion) Resumed 

MR M.J. BIRNEY (Kalgoorlie) [4.16 pm]:  The concept of a debate on the Address-in-Reply straight after the 
Parliament has been prorogued is very good.  In the six-week recess we managed to talk to a number of different 
people about various issues, and this debate is our opportunity to relay to our colleagues the benefit of the 
knowledge we gained during those six weeks.  I am one of those members who did not take the opportunity to 
travel overseas during the six-week winter break.  In fact, I spent most of those six weeks in my electorate of 
Kalgoorlie.  I am very pleased to say that, as a result of having spent that time in my electorate working on local 
issues and bringing some of them to conclusion, I am now on the front foot, rather than on the back foot as has 
been the case for the past 18 months or so.  During this speech I will talk about a number of things, particularly 
police issues, the office of the Minister for Police and Emergency Services and a couple of other issues that 
members might find interesting.   
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Members will be aware that I believe that DNA sampling and testing is a terrific investigative tool that was 
denied to the Western Australia Police Force for too many years.  DNA testing was developed in 1985 by a 
group of English scientists.  In many respects it is a shame that it has taken us this long to empower our police 
with this absolutely terrific tool.  Its use in England doubled the clearance rates of crimes.  In America the use of 
DNA sampling and testing proved that 23 prisoners residing on death row were innocent.  It is fair to say that the 
DNA legislation will not only prove that some people are guilty, but also that others are innocent.  I think that is 
equally important.  The Government has passed legislation permitting the use of DNA testing, and I congratulate 
it for that.  The purpose of my speech today is to relay to members my concerns about the way the Government 
is introducing that legislation.  I am concerned that the Government has gone about in a half-baked fashion and 
has taken a minimalist approach to DNA sampling and testing.  To that end, I raise my concern with members 
present about the $1 million missing from this year’s budget for DNA sampling and testing. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts:  Do you know what the Liberal Party’s DNA budget was?  It was $1 million. 

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  That appears to have hit a raw nerve with the Minister for Police.  Is that because the 
Minister for Police has pulled out of the police budget $1 million for DNA sampling and testing?  Is that why she 
is screeching at the top of her voice?  I suspect it probably is.  Members should not take my word for it.  I will 
read into Hansard a couple of facts.  First, the 2001-02 budget papers state that the Government will introduce 
DNA legislation and the first budget for the year 2002-03 will be $7.33 million.  That is a relatively sizeable 
commitment for DNA testing. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts:  It is a 700 per cent increase on what the Liberal Party budgeted for when it introduced 
legislation. 

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  Mr Acting Speaker (Mr P.W. Andrews), must I suffer this babbling fool?  I have a very 
important point to get across and the Minister for Police should listen carefully.  The budget papers state that for 
this year, 2002-03, some $7.33 million has been put aside for DNA sampling and testing, yet when Hon Giz 
Watson asked a question during the estimates committee about the Government’s financial commitment this year 
to DNA sampling and testing, the Police Service’s Director of Finance, Mr Butcher, said - 

The information I have available is that, in the 2002-03 allocation, - 

That is the intended allocation of $7.33 million - 

$6.2 million has been provided for DNA sampling. 

The Government therefore said that this financial year it would spend $7.3 million and the Police Service’s 
Director of Finance said that it would spend only $6.2 million.  This is particularly important legislation for 
which people have been waiting years.  Now we see a half-baked introduction of this most important legislation, 
with $1 million missing from this year’s budget.  Where did the $1 million go, minister? 

Mrs M.H. Roberts:  If you give me time to answer, I will. 

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  The budget papers state that there is $7.3 million.  Where has the $1 million gone? 

Mrs M.H. Roberts:  There is no money missing.  A total amount of $15 million has been allocated for its 
introduction and the full $15 million is in the budget.  When your party brought in DNA legislation, it budgeted 
a lousy $1 million for it.   

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  Why did the budget papers state $7.3 million and Mr Butcher say $6.2 million?   

Mrs M.H. Roberts:  Perhaps you had better look at 2003-04. 

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  Perhaps it has magically disappeared and been squirreled away somewhere.  I am not sure 
what the answer is.  I am sure the Minister for Police knows the answer, and she has an obligation to tell the 
people of Western Australia what has happened to that $1 million. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts:  I can.  It is 1 500 per cent more than the Liberal Party allocated.   

Mr M.J. BIRNEY: Where has she put it?  Why does she not come clean and tell us where the $1 million is?   

Mrs M.H. Roberts:  Why don’t you tell us why the Liberal Party allocated only $1 million? 

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  Notwithstanding the minister’s verbal tirade against me, I also bring to the House’s attention 
another issue about DNA sampling and testing.  The Government has said that it intends to apply this valuable 
tool only to prisoners who have been convicted of an offence that carries a penalty of 12 months or more.  It has 
therefore reduced what could have been a wide pool of offenders that would have ultimately contributed to this 
database to what can be described only as a very narrow pool.  I believe a number of offences that do not carry a 
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maximum penalty of 12 months or more should be subject to DNA sampling and testing.  I will name a couple of 
offences for the benefit of the Minister for Police.  I can see in the background that she is turning a few shades of 
purple.  For the time being I am choosing not to take her interjections because I have not yet heard one that 
makes sense.  However, I assure you, Mr Acting Speaker, that when I do hear one that makes sense, I will 
respond to it. 

Some offences, such as prostitution offences, some firearm offences and, in fact, aiding an escaped prisoner, do 
not carry a statutory penalty in excess of 12 months.  This DNA legislation will result in people convicted of 
those offences not being subject to DNA sampling and testing.  However, the list goes on.  An offence of wilful 
damage to property also does not carry a 12-month statutory penalty; therefore, people convicted of that offence 
will not be caught in the DNA net.  Some driving offences resulting in bodily harm also do not carry a 12-month 
statutory penalty; therefore, people convicted of those offences equally will not be subject to DNA sampling and 
testing.  The real question for the Minister for Police, who has been working out her vocal chords and therefore 
may want to give me an answer, is: why will she not apply the DNA sampling and testing program to former 
sexual offenders? 

Mrs M.H. Roberts:  The question is for you.  Why weren’t you awake when the legislation went through 
Parliament?  I am implementing the legislation passed by this House.   
The ACTING SPEAKER:  Minister, I am sure the interjections on both sides are very interesting.  However, I 
ask the member for Kalgoorlie to address me when he is speaking so that I can have some control over the 
process.  
Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  I thank you for your protection, Mr Acting Speaker; it was very timely. 
Why will the minister not give the legislation a minor tweak and apply the DNA sampling and testing program to 
sexual offenders?  I will tell you why, Mr Acting Speaker.  It is too hard for her to extend that DNA net widely.  
She has chosen to adopt a minimalist approach to DNA sampling and testing and in doing so she has undermined 
the very program known as DNA sampling and testing, which is an absolutely terrific tool.  This minister wants 
to give the impression that she is tough on crime and that she is on the front foot with regard to DNA sampling 
and testing.  In reality she is not; she is on the back foot.  She has taken a minimalist approach that will 
ultimately provide a tiny pool of people who are DNA sampled and tested. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts:  Don’t you understand that it is the Parliament’s approach?  It is our legislation and you 
supported it.  All I can do is implement the law. 

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  For the benefit of the Minister for Police, I will talk about recidivism, if I am permitted to by 
her.  Not all that long ago an article in The West Australian stated that recidivism in Western Australia was the 
highest in Australia.  In fact, five years on from having committed an offence, 58 per cent of offenders had 
reoffended and 31 per cent of that 58 per cent had gone on to commit sexual and violent crimes.  I am now 
presenting absolutely stark evidence to the Minister for Police, yet she is failing to act in the face of those very 
serious figures.  What argument could she possibly have against DNA sampling and testing a former rapist, 
particularly in the light of the fact that 58 per cent of offenders re-offend after five years?  What does she have 
against doing that?  Why would she want to protect former rapists?  Why would she want to protect former 
murderers who are back in our community?  

Points of Order 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  Mr Acting Speaker, you have already cautioned the member for Kalgoorlie to address his 
remarks to you and not to me.  However, he has proceeded to ask a number of questions of me but has allowed 
me no opportunity to answer them.  If he is prepared to hear the answers, he should pause and wait for me to 
give him the answers.  Alternatively, he should do what you asked him to do and address his remarks to the 
Chair. 

Mr B.K. MASTERS:  I submit that there is no point of order.  When the member for Kalgoorlie conducts his 
debate in such a strong manner, he moves away from the direction of the Chair towards the direction of the 
minister, and it is a sign of either her maturity or immaturity as to how she responds to that.  

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Andrews):  There is no point of order.  However, I insist that the member for 
Kalgoorlie address the Chair.  

Debate Resumed 

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  I had not intended to debate this issue with such vigour.  I had intended to debate other issues 
more vigorously.  However, in light of the verbal barrage directed against me by the Minister for Police, I felt 
that I had no option other than to vigorously debate this issue.   
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I have made my point that the Minister for Police is protecting former rapists, former murderers and people who 
have been convicted of - 

Points of Order 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  For the second time the member for Kalgoorlie has said that the Minister for Police is, by her 
actions, protecting rapists and murderers.  I believe that impugns the reputation of the minister and apportions an 
opinion to the minister. 

Mr M.J. Birney:  You are a clown. 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  Listen, sunshine, when you make love, I am surprised that you are not arrested for self-abuse. 

The ACTING SPEAKER:  The member for Riverton has made a point of order and I will take one minute to 
seek some advice.  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  I would like to make a further point of order.  I was the member impugned and I should 
have the opportunity to respond.  

Mr B.K. MASTERS:  There are times when the rule of law requires that ministers of the Crown and others 
protect murderers and rapists in the pursuit of justice and in the application of the law.  I do not believe that 
simply implying that, through her inaction, the Minister for Police is protecting rapists and murderers impugns 
her character because - 

Mr M.J. Birney:  Former rapists. 

Mr B.K. MASTERS:  Former rapists.  Under some circumstances, that is a role the minister would have to 
undertake.  

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  I take up the point made by the member for Vasse.  As I understand it, my 
responsibilities would not require me to support a murderer or a rapist or a former murderer or former rapist - 
although I do not know how a person can be a former murderer; a person either is or is not a murderer.  That was 
yet another inane comment made by the member for Kalgoorlie.  My obligation as the Minister for Police is to 
enforce the legislation that is passed in this Parliament, which is what I have done.  I also have an obligation to 
the community of Western Australia to ensure that it is part of the national DNA database.  

Mr M.J. Birney:  This is not a point of order - she is making a speech.  

The ACTING SPEAKER:  Order!  The member for Kalgoorlie. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS:  I take umbrage at any suggestion that I would do anything to protect a murderer or a 
rapist.  I am not the Attorney General; I am the Minister for Police.  I do not foresee any circumstance, such as 
the member for Vasse has suggested, whereby I would need to protect a murderer or rapist.  I find it a most 
hurtful and resentful allegation.  If the member for Kalgoorlie were a man, he would withdraw the comment 
without being asked to.   

The ACTING SPEAKER:  The member for Kalgoorlie made it very difficult for me to speak to the minister 
while she was in the midst of that point of order, because I would have drawn the minister’s attention to 
addressing the point of order.  She has made her point very clear.  If the member for Kalgoorlie wishes to make 
statements like that or to criticise the minister, he must do it by way of a substantive motion.  The debate has 
become very nasty and it comes down to the interpretation of the word “protection”, which should not be the 
case in this situation.  I suggest that members get back to the debate and stop hurling those types of comments at 
each other.  It is a very difficult situation.  If the member for Kalgoorlie wishes to pursue that option, he can.  I 
will be very particular about the words the member for Kalgoorlie uses.  

Debate Resumed 

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  I hope so, Mr Acting Speaker, because everything I am saying is the truth.  

The Government will not and has not applied the DNA sampling and testing program to former rapists or former 
murderers.  It has not applied that program to - 

Mrs M.H. Roberts:  The Parliament has not.  

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  I am trying to be reasonable and rational, but I am having trouble, because I am copping 
interjections from over in the left field again.  I might have to raise my voice and say nasty things again, which is 
not in my nature.  I do not want to do that; I just want to make a few points.  It is fair to say that I have made my 
point and that all members are aware of it.   
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I will refer to an issue raised by the member for Warren-Blackwood.  The Government intends to apply the DNA 
sampling and testing program to police officers, yet it does not want to apply it to former rapists and people who 
have been convicted of violent crimes.  That would appear to be somewhat of an anomaly.  

I will raise another issue that has been brought to my attention on a number of occasions.  Sadly, it involves the 
Minister for Police once again and the way in which she conducts her ministerial duties in the police portfolio.  It 
has been brought to my attention frequently, but I will relay just three occasions when the Minister for Police has 
failed her constituency on police matters.  In February 2002, Mr James Sinclair wrote to the Minister for Police 
about unwelcome phone calls to his residential address.  That correspondence was not replied to until July 2002.  
Mr Sinclair waited for a response from the Minister for Police for five or six months.  However, that is not all.  
Mrs Valerie Kaigg first wrote to the Minister for Police on 23 January 2001 regarding police recruitment issues.  
That correspondence was not responded to until July 2002 - eight months later.  This woman was waiting eight 
months for a response from the Minister for Police on police recruitment matters.  That is quite unacceptable in 
this day and age, particularly when one considers the number of staff that the minister has running around on her 
behalf.  She could not respond to this lady for eight months - an absolute disgrace. 

However, it does not stop there.  Mr Neville Crocker wrote to the Minister for Police on 22 October 2001 about a 
traffic infringement - a very minor subject indeed.  I regret to inform my colleagues that by 12 June 2002 the 
Minister for Police still had not responded.  I notice the minister has gone quiet.  It is unfortunate, is it not?  The 
letter was sent on 22 October 2001, and by 12 June 2002 the minister still had not responded to that constituent - 
an absolute disgrace in anyone’s book. 

This chap, Mr Neville Crocker, was so incensed by the whole thing that he sent an e-mail to Liam Bartlett.  Of 
course, we all know that Liam Bartlett is a particularly well-known radio commentator in Western Australia.  Mr 
Crocker actually wrote to a chap by the name of John, who I think might be Liam Bartlett’s producer.  The last 
paragraph states - 

Therefore, John it would be greatly appreciated if you could ask some questions of the Premier or other 
members of Parliament as to who they are answerable too, and what does a member of the public have 
to do to receive an answer to correspondence they have forwarded to them, as I consider a period of 
over 8 months and 3 letters to Ministers of the Crown does not represent the accountability and fair and 
open Government promised by this Government. 

Thank you for your time. 

I have no idea who Mr Neville Crocker is.  Although I have corresponded with him, he is not a friend of mine, 
and to my knowledge he is not a member of the Liberal Party.  This is a very real concern of a member of the 
Western Australian public. 

Mr L. Graham:  What was that about - a speeding fine? 

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  It was a traffic infringement or something.  I am not even fully across the details.  However, 
it was to do with a traffic infringement. 

Mr L. Graham:  I would be very concerned if the minister did interfere.  It is not her role. 

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  One really needs to know what the correspondence was about.  It would be nice if the 
minister wrote back to this bloke.  However, it goes on.  This chap was so incensed by the lack of response from 
the Minister for Police that he wrote to the Premier.  At the date of the e-mail, he had not received a response 
from the Premier either!  He then wrote to the Minister for Police again and stated - 

In February this year I wrote you a very detailed letter, including copies of relevant correspondence, 
regarding the complete lack of responce shown by the WA Police to a number of contacts I have had 
with them. 

Some time later I received an acknowledgement from your office stating that my complaint was ‘being 
investigated’. 

By 12 June, that is all he had received.  He went on to say - 

 . . . reminds me of a story I once heard of a millionaire who asked his son what he would like for his 
birthday.  The son replied that he would like a cowboy outfit so his father purchased the state 
government for him. 

I think he is referring to this State Government. 
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It is fair to say that to have contacted me, this chap was particularly desperate, as were the other two people.  Of 
course, those two people were not previously known to me.  They came to me in absolute desperation because 
they could not receive a reply from a minister of the Crown, who apparently is incapable of efficiently and 
effectively handling her department.  I ask the Minister for Police what time limit is acceptable.  Does she think 
eight months is an acceptable time frame to hold off a constituent who has written to her? 

Mrs M.H. Roberts:  I think you are an intolerable bully who has treated this Parliament with contempt.  I will not 
dignify your allegations with a further response. 

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  The Minister for Police simply could not answer the question. 

I will move on and direct the attention of the House to the recent Liberal Party state conference.  That conference 
was particularly well attended this year by 400 or 450 delegates.  I also add that there were no block union votes, 
as is the case in the Australian Labor Party.  One might say that it was pure democracy.  A motion was moved by 
one of the three Kalgoorlie divisions to increase some country road speed limits to 120 kilometres an hour.  That 
motion was overwhelmingly supported by just about every one of those 450-odd delegates at state conference.  It 
reflects the fact that fatigue is a major issue in road trauma, particularly on some country roads in Western 
Australia, and that it plays a major part, particularly towards the end of a trip.  It also reflects the fact that the 
speed limit of 110 kilometres an hour on country roads is somewhat outdated.  It was introduced about 30 or 40 
years ago, but in those days our cars did not have anti-lock braking systems, good suspension and the like.  Of 
course, technology in the automotive industry has moved on. 

I congratulate Gary Johnston, Brett Mazzari and Ken Baston from the Kalgoorlie divisions.  They all banded 
together and moved their motion to increase some country road speed limits to 120 kilometres an hour, which 
received overwhelming support.  One person who was not overwhelmingly in support of that motion was my 
friend the Minister for Police.  It is unfortunate that the minister has now left the Chamber, but I am sure she will 
be listening to her monitor.  The report of an interview with the Minister for Police regarding that Liberal Party 
proposition that some country road speed limits should be increased to 120 kilometres an hour appeared in The 
West Australian on 6 July 2002.  The Minister for Police is on record as saying that it was an incredibly stupid 
idea.  She went on to say on radio on 23 July that the idea was being promoted by rednecks.  As a delegate and 
one of the people who had a vote at the Liberal Party state conference, I took offence at the Minister for Police 
calling me and my country colleagues incredibly stupid rednecks.  Why would I not take offence at the 
terminology “incredibly stupid rednecks”?  They are very cutting words indeed.  Some country Western 
Australians are not happy about being called incredibly stupid and rednecks for promoting a 120 kilometres an 
hour speed limit on some country roads. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  You’d have to be an incredibly stupid redneck to promote it. 

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  Does the member think that anyone who promotes a 120 kilometres an hour speed limit is an 
incredibly stupid redneck?  Is he like the Minister for Police? 

Mr A.D. McRae:  Yes, I do. 

Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  He does. 

Withdrawal of Remark 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  I distinctly heard the member for Riverton refer to the member for Kalgoorlie as an 
incredibly stupid redneck.  I ask that he withdraw. 

Ms M.M. QUIRK:  In fact, the member for Riverton did not say that the member for Kalgoorlie was incredibly 
stupid; he said that the proposition was incredibly stupid. 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr P.W. Andrews):  I find it difficult because I did not actually hear the member’s 
words.  I am sure the member for Riverton will withdraw if he actually said that. 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  If it was interpreted that I said that the member was an incredibly stupid redneck, that would 
be incorrect, because what I intended to say was that the proposition would be regarded as an idea that could 
come only from an incredibly stupid redneck. 

Debate Resumed 
Mr M.J. BIRNEY:  I regret to inform the House that another group of individuals has been promoting a 120 
kilometres an hour country road speed limit.  I am talking about those members of the Labor Party who currently 
reside, and those who formally resided, in the upper House of this State Parliament.  Perhaps I could revive the 
minister’s memory.  I would like to take the member for Riverton to task, but he was not in the Parliament in 
October 1998.  I am sure that when he said anyone who promotes a 120 kilometres an hour speed limit on some 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 20 August 2002] 

 p289b-334a 
Mr Rob Johnson; Mr Paul Omodei; Mr Matt Birney; Acting Speaker; Mrs Michelle Roberts; Mr Bernie Masters; 

Mr Tony McRae; Ms Margaret Quirk; Mr Peter Watson; Mr Paul Andrews; Mr Max Trenorden; Mr David 
Templeman; Mr Larry Graham; Mr John Bowler 

 [12] 

country roads is an incredibly stupid redneck, he was not referring to his own Labor members in the upper House 
of this State Parliament. 
I draw the attention of members to Hansard of Thursday, 15 October 1998.  The member for Riverton has gone 
quiet.  I am not sure why.  Hon Kim Chance, the now leader of the Labor Party in the upper House, moved an 
amendment to a motion.  I should take members through this slowly.  A motion was moved to increase speed 
limits to 130 kilometres an hour.  Hon Kim Chance said -  

I am, of course, broadly supportive of the motion . . .  
However, he thought that he needed to be a bit balanced about it.  He said that even though he was broadly 
supportive of 130 kilometres an hour, 120 kilometres an hour was a bit better.  He moved an amendment to that 
effect.  I am sure the member for Riverton and the Minister for Police would like to hear it.  After making a lot 
of statements about his proposition, Hon Kim Chance moved the amendment.  A number of members voted in 
favour of that amendment.  Hon Kim Chance, who is the leader in the upper House at the moment, voted for it.  
Next was Hon John Cowdell.  What a thing to say, that Hon John Cowdell is an incredibly stupid redneck.  I 
certainly do not believe he is an incredibly stupid redneck.  The Minister for Police and the member for Riverton 
should apologise to those two individuals, because they are very senior members of the Labor Party.  The next 
members to vote for it were Hon Cheryl Davenport, Hon Ed Dermer and Hon Nick Griffiths, the current 
Minister for Goldfields-Esperance, and Hon John Halden.  I certainly do not think John is incredibly stupid; I 
speak with him from time to time.  Hon Tom Helm, of course, has split from the Labor Party.  Then there was 
Hon Ljiljanna Ravlich.  I am told that she is a fairly prominent member of the Labor Party in the upper House, 
and she would take offence at being called an incredibly stupid redneck by members of her own political party in 
this House.  Then there was Hon Tom Stephens.  People might have their own view about him.  Hon Ken 
Travers was the last Labor Party member to vote in favour of a 120 kilometre an hour speed limit on some 
country roads.  It is certainly not my view that those Labor Party upper House members are incredibly stupid, 
and it is certainly not my view that they are rednecks.  I call on the Minister for Police to apologise to her 
colleagues.  The member for Riverton was all too quick to jump in.  Next time he will probably be a bit careful, 
because I led him up the garden path, where he was accosted.   
Notwithstanding the views of the Minister for Police or the member for Riverton, this is a very important issue.  
A speed limit of 120 kilometres an hour on some country roads would benefit country people and go a long way 
towards addressing the issue of fatigue as it relates to road trauma. 
MR P.B. WATSON (Albany) [4.54 pm]:  I would like to say that I have to follow a very good speech that will 
do a lot for Western Australia or the Kalgoorlie electorate, but after hearing -  
Mr D.A. Templeman:  He didn’t mention Kalgoorlie once. 
Mr P.B. WATSON:  That is right.  He said he represented the people of Kalgoorlie and he was going to raise 
their issues, but I do not think one thing about Kalgoorlie was mentioned. 
Mr D.A. Templeman:  Thank goodness he mentioned the member for Eyre. 
Mr P.B. WATSON:  When the great member for Eyre, who really represents Kalgoorlie, gets up, he will make a 
very good speech. 
I wish to raise some issues that concern my electorate.  A very tragic incident occurred in my electorate of 
Albany involving a schoolteacher who committed suicide.  He was up on sex charges.  It is a fact that this 
teacher was able to teach with his police record.  I am reliably informed that he had a record.  Police clearances 
were introduced in the mid 1990s, but we still have people with records in our system.  I am not casting 
aspersions on any teachers anywhere, but teachers teach our young people, whom we send to school believing 
they will be protected.  The children look up to teachers as they do to their parents.  They listen to and take 
notice of everything they say; parents encourage their children to do what their teachers say.  If we have just one 
teacher in the system who has got through this net - as happened in my electorate - it is a tragedy.  Every teacher 
employed prior to 1996 should have a police clearance. 

Approximately 18 months ago I was involved with country week basketball and we had to get a police clearance.  
One of the teachers said to me, “I am not going to get a police clearance, because I am a schoolteacher and I did 
not need one when I started.”  I can understand the principle involved in that teacher’s not wanting to go along 
with the system, but teachers have control of children from nine o’clock in the morning right through the day, 
and sometimes for longer when they are away on trips, and if there is any hint of concern about the safety of our 
children, we must do something about it.  That is a very important matter that we should look at; it should not be 
brushed under the carpet.  If people have a problem with getting a police clearance, I want to know their reasons. 
We send our children to school each day and we think they will be safe.  If anyone teaching our children has 
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something to hide, that is a tragedy.  I will be calling on the Minister for Education to make it compulsory for 
every teacher to have a police clearance regardless of when he or she commenced teaching. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts:  The Commissioner of Police has this week met with the Minister for Education and we are 
taking steps to put in place a process to ensure that teachers go through a clearance process. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I thank the minister. 

My next point is about the live sheep trade.  In an area that borders on my electorate we have Fletchers abattoirs, 
which employs 300 people from the electorate of the member for Stirling and my electorate.  If there were two 
shifts, Fletchers would employ close to 600 people.  Originally there were two shifts, but these days most of the 
sheep are going overseas as part of the live sheep trade. 

I have jotted down some of my concerns.  Processors contribute to the national revenue in the form of taxation 
payments, which represent production costs that are constantly increasing at a rate far beyond profitable margins.  
Wages have risen by approximately 50 per cent in the past decade, along with a correspondingly steep increase 
in associated taxes and the PAYG - “pay as you go” - rate, all of which translates to $3 a sheep.  Processors must 
also pay large amounts into pension funds for superannuation - an outlay that was non-existent a decade ago - 
and those payments also have risen sharply in the past 10 years and now constitute nine per cent of the total 
wage component.  Changes to workers compensation legislation and other prohibitive costs not borne by live 
exporters include soaring insurance premiums and power bills.  For example, insurance costs are up 300 per cent 
this year - a large component of which is government stamp duty and fire service levies.  Certain States have also 
placed an extra charge on electricity to raise revenue, which has added considerably to processing costs.  
Obviously, the best way to avoid these costs is to undertake as little value adding in Australia as possible.  I must 
compliment Hon M.G. House for getting Fletchers abattoirs into our electorate.  

Mr P.D. Omodei:  Are you looking into the future when you say “our electorate”? 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  It involves our electorates because the people who -  

Mr P.D. Omodei:  I understand. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  That abattoir is very big on up-selling, as Mr Acting Speaker (Mr P.W. Andrews) would 
know.  When he visited the abattoir with the Country Labor Alliance he was very impressed with the things 
happening there.   

Ideally, offshore operators should pay the equivalent of the money paid by processors for items such as pension 
funds and payroll tax.  They pay nothing like that at the moment.  This would be in the form of an export levy 
that would provide funding assistance to the domestic processing industry, in the same way that $700 million has 
been provided to aid the Australian car industry.  No live exports have left New Zealand in the past three years 
because of the absence of payroll tax and superannuation and lower workers compensation costs.  This has 
meant that Kiwi processors are not as disadvantaged as we are in Australia.  Live sheep exports create virtually 
no jobs for Australia.  The truck drivers take their stock to the port where it is loaded onto the boat and then 
taken overseas.  All the profits go overseas.  Using a ratio of one employee to 12 processed sheep a day, and 
assuming that each transport truck is loaded with 400 sheep destined for live export, this means that the 
equivalent of 33 jobs are lost at the local processor for that day.  With 6.6 million live sheep exported last year, 
the number of export jobs lost was 2 500.  Given that each export job sustains seven jobs in the wider service 
community, 17 000 jobs are lost in regional communities nationally due to the live export trade.  Exporting live 
sheep extinguishes all future opportunities to value add and create jobs and, in doing so, stimulate economic 
growth and achieve maximum profit for Australia.  Live trade exposes sheep to more potential disease 
transmission, either on board ship or at the destination port.  If an animal is diseased, it will be blamed on the 
point of origin, which in this case is Australia.  Such scenarios have the potential to blacken Australia’s good 
name and devastate export markets, causing untold economic hardship for the sheep processing industry and 
those reliant upon it. 

The State Government is going to establish a meat industry task force to develop strategies to address the long-
term future of the meat processing sector.  The Department of Agriculture, the Australian meat industry and the 
National Meat Association of Australia will be involved with that task force.  However, some of the key people 
who should be in this group are not there.  It is the way forward but there is much work to be done.  We must 
encourage more industries like Fletchers abattoirs to come to regional centres like Albany.  When the Country 
Labor Alliance met in Albany, the member for Eyre was considering establishing an abattoir in Kalgoorlie and 
the member for Kimberley was considering the same for her electorate.  We can promote jobs in country areas 
by looking after the abattoirs. 
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Like the member for Kalgoorlie, I went out and doorknocked during the six-week break.  He obviously 
doorknocked at the local police station because all he talked about for the whole of his 30 minutes was the 
police.  Some people in my electorate came up with some interesting ideas.  For about half and hour one day I 
spoke to a lovely couple who thought that when people first get their drivers licence, they should do a first-aid 
course.  That would possibly make the young people who are getting their licence more aware of the dangers on 
the roads.  Many people come across traffic accidents and do not know what to do.  Everyone getting a drivers 
licence for the first time should do a first-aid course, which could then be renewed every 10 years.  I thought the 
idea had tremendous merit. 

Another issue is that of drivers turning on vehicle lights when driving in country areas.  Over the winter break I 
had the opportunity to do a bit of travelling on country roads.  If vehicles had their headlights on, they were 
visible from a much greater distance than if they did not.  Recently, when I was up north on a mining tour, I was 
informed that when the mining company drivers turn on their truck’s ignition, the lights come on.  That is an 
option to consider, although people would not want to have their cars running with the lights on continually.  
However, it would make it easier for country drivers if it were compulsory for vehicles travelling on country 
roads to have their lights on.  This would be an important initiative, especially with the road toll rising as it is.  
As I left for the airport this morning, it was great to see a big sign asking drivers to put their lights on when 
driving on country roads.  This is done not so much for country drivers, because country drivers are used to 
driving under those conditions.  However, many tourists visit Albany.  They come from Singapore and get in 
their little kombi vans and head down the road.  They have probably never travelled more than 50 to 100 
kilometres at one time.  

Ms M.M. Quirk:  It is just as well that they do not run into the member for Kalgoorlie!  

Mr P.B. WATSON:  No, they would have to be in a boat to do that. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  It is a good thing that the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure is not driving down to 
Albany all the time.  That would cause all sorts of problems.   

Mr P.B. WATSON:  That is a bit harsh.  Everyone is entitled to make a mistake. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  Absolutely, but not the half a dozen mistakes that she has made. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  If I had to choose for a friend the member for Hillarys or the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure, I would take the minister first because I know that she is very honest and genuine and would 
always look after a friend.  However, I am not too sure about the member for Hillarys.  

Mr R.F. Johnson:  I have only ever said nice things about you. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  The member keeps calling me his friend and I am not his friend. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  You are my friend.  I may not be your friend, though.  

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I know the member is desperate for friends, and that is probably evident in caucus, but he 
should not drag us into it. 

When I was out doorknocking, a lady asked me whether I had ever read the Constitution and I said that I had not.  
It is interesting that in many other countries the Constitution is read in schools.  I know that when I went to 
school the only constitution that I knew about was where the sports oval and the girls’ change rooms were and 
things like that.  

Mr R.F. Johnson:  It is all coming out now.  I have always been worried about you.  

Mr P.B. WATSON:  Do not make me answer that one.  We talk about the Constitution and it is important.  I 
have never read it, so I searched for it on the Internet the other day and was very surprised by many of the things 
that it contained.  We should read it more often.  As Australians we should be proud of our Constitution.  The 
thing that worries me about Australia is that we do not have the tradition of other countries.  At festivals, the 
Polish and the Italians come along in their traditional dress, and the miners from Collie come along in their gear.   

Mr Murray interjected. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I will not say what the member would be wearing.  What is Australia’s tradition?  We put 
on the old cork hat and the stubby shirt and get out the stubby holder.  We have no feeling for our country.  I am 
the greatest knocker of the Americans, but when their national anthem is played, they always stand and sing their 
song.  There is not much going for the Yanks but they are very proud of their country and they all know their 
Constitution.  The Constitution should be taught in Australian schools.   
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I would like to congratulate the Albany Senior High School.  It is not one of the biggest country schools but it 
went to country week and won the first division.  It took on teams from Bunbury, Kalgoorlie and Geraldton and 
some of the smaller schools, like the one from Collie.  
Mr P.D. Omodei:  How did your school go in football against Manjimup? 
Mr P.B. WATSON:  I am not sure of the scores but I know we won the overall competition.  
Mrs M.H. Roberts:  Well done Albany. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  Thank you very much. 

Mr P.D. Omodei:  You did not win the football. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  School week involves not only football but also debating, which Albany won.  We have 
some tremendous young kids in Albany.  I congratulate all the teachers and the children, who did a lot of 
fundraising.  I thank the former upper House member, Hon Bob Thomas, who ran a great quiz night that raised a 
lot of money for the Albany Senior High School.  It was great to see.  Even when they are not in office, Labor 
Party members really look after the people.   

Ms M.M. Quirk:  Give more of them access to the Internet.  

Mr P.B. WATSON:  We will not go into that.   

It was a great pleasure to attend the Albany water forum; the discussion was very interesting.  Visitors to Albany 
always seem to complain about the weather - it is either too cold or too wet.  The great irony is that Albany does 
not have a very high rainfall; the average rainfall in Albany is about the same as that in Perth.  

Mr R.F. Johnson:  It never feels like that when I visit.  

Mr P.B. WATSON:  We turn on the bad weather for the people we do not want to come back.   

Albany no longer experiences the bad weather of years gone by.  The fronts cross over the coast closer to Perth.  
I do not know whether the member for Warren-Blackwood has noticed any change in the weather pattern in his 
electorate.  As a result, we are suffering a severe water shortage.   

Mr P.D. Omodei:  There seems to be a strip from Perth across the great southern, and it misses us.   

Mr P.B. WATSON:  It is a serious problem.  

Mr P.D. Omodei:  It’s the Government’s fault. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  Because of our topography, the lack of suitable soil and the rainfall pattern, Albany and the 
great southern have very limited freshwater supplies.  What we do have is threatened by salinity.  It is all very 
well to have plenty of water in Perth, but country members know that non-metropolitan areas are suffering.  
There is a great deal of fresh water to the west of Denmark, but that is a long way from Albany and it would be 
very expensive to develop it in the short term.  Much of our water supply is in areas that have special 
environmental and tourism values.  We cannot go into national parks and dam the rivers.  It is very different in 
country areas.  The Government can cut down the trees at Gnangara and no-one will worry.  However, if it tried 
to build a dam in the Walpole National Park or rip out trees, there would be huge problems.   

Mr R.F. Johnson:  You would not want to rip them out if they were jarrah and karri trees.  You are happy to rip 
out pine trees at Gnangara.  

Mr P.B. WATSON:  That is a good point.   

The residents of Albany use 10 gigalitres or 249 kilolitres of water per capita per annum.  In 2020-21, those 
figures will be 32.6 gigalitres and 621 kilolitres per capita per annum.  My electorate has one of the highest 
growth rates in the State, but it still has a very low per capita consumption.  The increase in water use is likely to 
be related to the production of wood and paper products and expanded irrigated horticulture.  The increase will 
not be in personal consumption.   

The problem is that most of our water comes from small sources, which involve high development costs.  The 
large sources are distant, which means high transport costs.  In addition, many sources are seasonal, so they have 
winter flows only.  One of the problems in the Albany and great southern areas is that the rivers begin in low-
rainfall areas and flow to high-rainfall areas.  The opposite occurs in the eastern States.   

The two largest sources of water have marginal salinity, which is another huge problem.  The salinity risk is high 
for some sources and further reduction in water quality is expected if no restoration activity is undertaken.  
Several of our larger, closer sources are not in protected catchments.  That is another problem; the water flows 
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all over the place.  The ground water close to Albany is fully committed.  Our excess water goes through to the 
pine plantation near the airport.  Anyone who drives to Albany will notice the pine plantations.  All the old water 
goes to that area.   

Mr P.D. Omodei interjected. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I apologise.   

Climate change will further reduce rainfall.  As a result, sustainable water resource yields will also reduce.  
Important decisions must be made about water in our region.  About 60 or 70 people attended the forum, 
including some experts.  I did not realise that Australia was attached to India in the ice age.   

Mr B.K. Masters:  The last ice age was only a couple of million years ago.  India was attached to Australia about 
100 million years ago.  Your source of information needs to check some geography books.   

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I will get the woman concerned to contact the member.  She displayed maps showing that 
Australia was attached to India 200 million years ago.  A delegate at the forum asked her whether Australia 
would eventually reach Antarctica.  She said that it is going in the other direction.  Flights to Bali might be 
cheaper in about 20 000 years because we will be closer.   

It was suggested by forum delegates that water tanks should be made compulsory in the metropolitan area as 
well as in country areas.  So much water is wasted.  My friend the member for Hillarys - 

Several members interjected. 

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I do not hold grudges for very long.  

Mr R.F. Johnson:  I told you we were friends.  

Mr P.B. WATSON:  The member raised a very good point, because 250 million litres of waste water flows out 
to sea.  Asian countries do an enormous amount of recycling.  We must change our attitudes.  

Mr R.F. Johnson:  Go to the United Kingdom.  

Mr P.B. WATSON:  I am not worried about the United Kingdom.  

Mr R.F. Johnson:  It has a huge population and uses very little natural water; nearly all the water used is recycled 
and treated waste water.  

Mr P.B. WATSON:  We must get smarter; we cannot afford to lose 250 million litres of water. 

It was also suggested that building codes should include requirements for environmentally sensitive designs.  We 
were shown toilets that do not use a flush mechanism.  

Mr B.K. Masters:  Composting toilets.   

Mr P.D. Omodei:  A hand goes up.  

Mr P.B. WATSON:  The member is making me flush.  I have never been to a toilet like that; it might be 
interesting.  I will leave that to the member for Warren-Blackwood.  

Water is a real problem.  I congratulate the Premier on having these forums.  Some great ideas came out of left 
field.  The experts gave their opinions, but people who were generally interested in the environment and the 
continued supply of water in our region came up with tremendous ideas.  If we can get one or two really good 
ideas from these forums, they will be a success.  The Albany forum was a great success.  As I said, I congratulate 
the Premier -  

Mr R.F. Johnson:  How many people turned up to that forum? 
Mr P.B. WATSON:  There were 65 delegates.  
Mr R.F. Johnson:  What is the population of Albany? 
Mr P.B. WATSON:  It was held on a workday and lasted all day.  Those who could attend did.  If a forum is held 
in the member’s electorate, he should attend; he might learn something.   
Mr R.F. Johnson:  A forum is planned for Joondalup.   

MR P.D. OMODEI (Warren-Blackwood) [5.19 pm]:  I join other members in responding to the Governor’s 
speech about the Government’s legislative program for the next year and to indicate some of my concerns about 
what is happening in my electorate.  My first reaction when I considered this address was to ask myself what has 
changed.  Quite a lot of things have changed, but some have not, such as the hospital crisis.  The Government 
must address that issue.   
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There is no doubt that regional Western Australians are being made to suffer by this Government.  It is a city-
centric Government and many people in Western Australia are very concerned about that.  Some issues, such as 
the price of petrol and liquefied petroleum gas, were around before the election and are still with us now.  The 
price of fuel has gone up instead of down.  The price of LPG has gone up at a far greater rate since the 
Government was elected.  The other day I heard the Premier give a commitment to a caller on a talkback radio 
program that he would get back to the caller on that issue.  I have written to the responsible minister - the 
Minister for Consumer and Employment Protection - and to date I have not received a response.  The difference 
in price is quite dramatic.   
I will concentrate on some major issues.  In my hand I hold a hefty document.  It is the draft forest management 
plan, which was produced by the Conservation Commission of Western Australia.  I can understand why trees 
are pulped; much of that pulp is used to make paper for reports such as this.  What concerns me about this 
document is that the Premier has made a political decision on the management of our forests.  Decisions on the 
two previous management plans were made on a bipartisan basis.  The Government’s decision has created great 
debate and has certainly caused a lot of pain and suffering in the communities that it affects.  The forest 
management plan process was brought forward.  We now have a draft forest management plan.  A series of 
forums will be held around Western Australia to discuss that document in depth.   

What concerns me greatly is that the Minister for the Environment and Heritage made a ministerial statement on 
the launch of the draft forest management plan.  The normal process would have been for a document to be 
tabled in Parliament.  However, that did not occur.  The report was launched later that day, not by the minister 
but by the senior bureaucrat who heads the Conservation Commission - Dr Bailey.  Dr Bailey is not regarded as 
being objective about this project.  The committee chaired by Dr Bailey withdrew from the round table process 
that involved ministerial advisory committees, conservationists and people from the Conservation Commission 
because of the perception that Dr Bailey was biased.  They called for his resignation.  Dr Bailey launched the 
document and made statements associated with that launch.   

What concerns me most and what aggravates me to the extent that I sometimes regret that I spend less time in 
this place than I should, is that the social and economic impact of this management plan on timber communities 
was not addressed.  If the Government were planning to embark on a major policy change, which moved away 
from a bipartisanship approach to a decision based on political considerations, the least that would be expected is 
that a social and economic impact study would be conducted.  Some reports were attached to the draft 
management plan.  One of those reports - the review of draft jarrah silviculture guideline 1/02 - states that the 
panel that considered these issues was -  

. . . aware of the social, economic and environmental benefits to the State of a viable and ecologically 
sustainable native forest timber industry.   

The natural progression would be to indicate the social and economic impact of this decision on those 
communities.  The document itself considers and identifies a range of points that any person or bureaucrat of 
reasonable intelligence would be able to come up with by looking at the stakeholder groups.  However, an in-
depth economic and social impact study has not been published.  That is why I get very angry with the Premier.  
Much against my good nature, I sometimes say things that I regret.   

I cannot understand how the Government could make a decision such as this on this major industry.  It was a 
foundation industry of Western Australia.  A Labor Premier is handling this issue.  The great champion of the 
Labor Party, John Curtin, who was our famous Prime Minister during the war years, was the original president of 
the timber workers union.  He must be turning in his grave.  A range of people has been integrally involved in 
the Labor Party over the years.  In 1983, a Labor member held the seat of Warren by a margin of 13.5 per cent.  
In 1986, when I stood for the first time, that same member, Dave Evans, who had been Minister for Lands, 
Agriculture and Forests, won the election by only 197 votes.  He supported the timber industry.  By then, the 
sands were already shifting; the Labor Party was moving away from its traditional base and was casting those 
people to the wolves.  It said that it neither needed nor cared about them any more.  The Labor Party has adopted 
a political stance on forests because it felt that decision would win it more votes in the city.  It is a matter of great 
regret that that has happened.  Those issues are important.   
I have said publicly that the draft document pitches volumes of first and second-grade jarrah between 106 000 
cubic metres and an upper limit of 164 000 cubic metres.  That pitches the volumes too low.  No matter what 
happens during the debate and public discussions on the draft forest management plan, the result will be too low 
to sustain a long-term, future industry in Western Australia.  That is a great shame.  The lower volume would 
produce employment for 400 people and new investments of $13 million, while the second scenario of 164 000 
cubic metres would produce employment for 610 people and $18 million of new investment.  Compared with the 
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industry of a few short years ago, it is a dramatic change.  That will impact on your seat, Mr Acting Speaker (Mr 
A.J. Dean); it will impact on the economic base of Bunbury.  The multipliers in that industry are huge.  People 
say that it is a resilient community, and that the community will survive because it has been through this kind of 
thing before.  That is true.  When the tobacco industry collapsed in 1960, about 3 000 people left the district.  
That collapse was brought about by competition from American tobacco companies.  Many people - the 
Macedonians, some Croatians and so on - moved to North Perth.  They have done well since then.   
This decision is a political decision.  It has been made purely for political reasons.  I have spoken to some 
bureaucrats and ministers on this issue.  At rare times, ministers are open, frank and honest.  They have admitted 
that they had no idea what the impact of the Government’s decision would be, not only on the communities but 
also on them as ministers in trying to sift through the complex maze of issues to come up with a fair decision and 
deal for those communities.  We are facing a grim situation.   
What angered me last week and led me to make comments in Parliament about the Premier not visiting the south 
west, was an article in The Australian.  I know that the language used was not very nice, but one of the 
conveners of the Western Australian Forest Alliance, Peter Robertson, said that he expected “a shit fight” with 
the timber industry over the volumes that were proposed in the draft management plan.  Just imagine what the 
people of the south west think about that.  They have already been flogged to death.  They have been kicked and 
pummelled in every direction by public comment, public perception and media pressure.  Now they are facing 
another battle.   
The day after the draft forest management plan was released for public comment, 400 greens protesters gathered 
outside the Premier’s office at 197 St Georges Terrace.  Will the Government again shift ground because of 
pressure from conservationists?  Under the draft plan 60 per cent of our forests will be held in reserve.  The new 
draft management plan also suggests that parts of the forest be set aside for mature habitat.  The idea is that 20 
per cent of each coupe or harvesting area would be set aside in 200-hectare, or 500-acre, blocks to provide a 
mature habitat for fauna.  That is yet another ambit claim; another line that has been drawn in this debate.  There 
are also issues of ecologically sustainable forest management.  That will be used to draw another line.  We will 
end up with at least 70 per cent of our forests in reserve.  Some people might say that it is fantastic that we have 
a contiguous stretch of forest from the Hay River east of Denmark to Black Point just east of Augusta.  However, 
I grew up in the south west, and the great risk is that one day a fire will begin in the extreme east and burn the 
whole lot.  That would be a great tragedy.  It would burn not only magnificent national parks and heath land, but 
also the regenerated forest that has been placed in those national parks.  Those national parks contain not only 
old-growth reserve, but also large tracts of regenerated karri and jarrah forest.  The Shannon River basin reserve, 
as proposed by former Premier Brian Burke, contains 53 000 hectares.  I chaired large, very well-attended public 
meetings in Manjimup about that reservation.  About 500 people attended those.  Within the area that is now the 
Shannon National Park, which is part of that contiguous reserve, stood a timber town, mill, school and golf 
course.  Any sensible Government would ask - I ask - why we do not go back into the Shannon River basin, 
where 70 coupes were cut between 1950 and 1975, and selectively thin those blocks to ensure that the area turns 
into a magnificent national park similar to that which exists at Treen Brook and Big Brook, which are in state 
forest.  The 100 Year Forest, which is now 137 years old, was originally a wheat field.  We could turn the cut 
areas of the Shannon National Park into a magnificent area.  In doing so we would provide a resource for the 
Pemberton mill.  That is a commonsense approach to forest management.  It has been happening in Europe and 
America for the past 150 years.  However, because the greens in Western Australia say that we cannot touch this 
forest, it is locked away so that we no longer have patches that are harvested and control burned or the access 
roads that are used for logging and managing the forest.  Those areas will grow over, and one hot summer week 
when there are perfect conditions for a wildfire, the forest will go like a bomb.  It will be like the fire of 1937, 
which went from the Donnelly River town site to Walpole in three days.  The head of the fire at the top of the 
trees was three kilometres ahead of the ground fire.  Every now and then it crowned and everything was 
incinerated.  We can still see evidence of that.  That is what I fear.   

I also fear for the people in the south west who have been disregarded and who feel that they are being punished.  
They are being punished because they were once - they still are - proud of their industry, which has been an 
economic base for the State for many years.  Every town on the coast had a jetty made out of jarrah logs.  We 
exported timber for railway lines.  We still export huge sections of karri to the British Isles to construct 
crossovers.  That is happening under a Labor Government.  Even in the regenerated forest, which was selectively 
cut in 1930, there are large trees that can be regarded only as old growth.  When the greens see the log truck 
carrying big trees go down the road, they say that the Government of the day is still logging old-growth forest.  
This is the bizarre situation that our community faces as it tries to push the message that we need a 
commonsense, scientific approach.  We pride ourselves on having the best scientists in the world.  Our old 
foresters were greatly trusted by the community, but they and their studies are now being discounted.  Those 
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guys have PhDs.  Many are being treated with disdain, particularly by the media in this country.  I will attend the 
forums when they occur around the State.  I am very concerned about the forest management plan, particularly 
that the volumes have been pitched too low.  The green party in Western Australia will have yet another victory 
at the expense of country people who do not have the same power in dealing with the media.   

Another issue in the south west corner that concerns me greatly is the condition of our roads.  Under this 
Government, $90 million has been removed from road funding.  I understand that roughly $90 million to 
$100 million will be removed from the budget each year over the next four years.  The previous Government, to 
its credit, spent a lot of money on roads.  There is no doubt about that.  Mr Acting Speaker (Mr A.J. Dean), you 
would see it on your travels between Perth and Bunbury.  The southern freeway and dual carriageway to 
Bunbury are excellent roads, and they have been made safer.  The Busselton bypass was also upgraded under the 
previous Government.  The South Western Highway to Donnybrook, through Balingup -  

Mr J.L. Bradshaw:  South of Waroona. 

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  Quite a bit of work was done at Waroona. 
Mr J.L. Bradshaw:  From North Dandalup to Waroona. 
Mr P.D. OMODEI:  I think about $54 million was spent on the area between North Dandalup and Waroona.  All 
the work south of Waroona has been canned.  The road south of Donnybrook is particularly bad.  It is a wonder 
that Hon Christine Sharp has not made some comment about the truck carrying a load of sawn pine that tipped 
over when the driver lost control going over the Balingup creek bridge.  It crashed into a shop at the northern end 
of the Balingup shopping centre, which is on the highway.  If the truck of which the driver lost control had 
stayed upright, three or four shops could have been demolished and lives could have been lost.  The south west 
Main Roads officials told me that $60 million had been allocated for the South Western Highway, which is a 
deathtrap.  The wear and tear on the road means that water sits in the wheel ruts on either side of the white lines.  
I consider myself an experienced driver, having spent 14 to 15 years running backwards and forwards and doing 
100 000 kilometres a year.  Even on a straight stretch of that highway, I find it difficult to pass the heavy 
vehicles that traverse the road.  With the changes to the health system -  
Ms M.M. Quirk:  It sounds like it would be a physical impossibility for you to pass a truck.  

Mr P.D. OMODEI:  It is almost.  I must wait until we reach the dual carriageway.  The member’s comment 
shows how little she knows about the issue.  I am not having a go at her, but she should look at the road.  She 
should imagine what it is like for young women having their first babies.  There is no surgeon or anaesthetist 
who is closer than an hour away from the Pemberton, Manjimup or Bridgetown hospitals and who will do call-
outs.  Those women need to go to Bunbury Regional Hospital or St John of God Health Care.  Young pregnant 
mums travel back and forth on that road.  People who receive oncology treatment and kidney dialysis in Bunbury 
use that dangerous road.  We have heard the debate about the chip-mill at Donnybrook, which will put more 
traffic on the road.  The road is in a serious condition.  Do not let me understate it, as I am not a scaremongering 
type of person.  Most of the truck drivers who traverse those roads are very good drivers, which is why there are 
few deaths on those roads.  However, I believe that at almost any time a number of serious accidents in a row 
will occur on that highway.  Muirs Highway is the major east-west route between the eastern States and the 
Manjimup area.  Trucks are on that seven-metre wide road at this time of year when places such as Lake Muir 
are under water.  It has sharp corners on narrow sealed areas and trucks must stay high up on the road because 
they are likely to tip over if they go onto the shoulder.  The traffic going east-west on that road is a mix of 
hardware trucks, chip and timber trucks and school buses.  Even under the previous Government the road was 
identified as being in need of upgrading and, much to my regret, we did not pursue that.  The current 
Government has talked about spending $700 000 on it, but that funding is yet to be approved.  The road needs 
$12.7 million spent on it to fix it to a reasonable standard.  The people in that area, who constantly experience 
near misses, chew my ear mercilessly.  A couple of weeks back I was grilled for four hours at a presentation of 
fire brigade medals, particularly by Jim, Hendy and Ashley Muir and Kurt and Dick Von Hofe, all of whom are 
concerned about the road. 

I have with me an article from a recent copy of the Nannup Post & Rail - from your old home town, Mr Acting 
Speaker (Mr A.J. Dean) - which refers to the removal of $400 000 from the budget for the Milyeannup Coast 
Road, which leads down to Scott River.  About 80 per cent of the blue gum timber that comes from there belongs 
to a government department - the Forest Products Commission - and the removal of that $400 000 has put the 
Shire of Nannup in a very awkward financial situation.  The shire has written to the Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure, currently to very little avail.  Barbara Dunnet - your cousin, Mr Acting Speaker - has been very 
diligent in that area.  One comment in the Nannup Post & Rail reads - 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY - Tuesday, 20 August 2002] 

 p289b-334a 
Mr Rob Johnson; Mr Paul Omodei; Mr Matt Birney; Acting Speaker; Mrs Michelle Roberts; Mr Bernie Masters; 

Mr Tony McRae; Ms Margaret Quirk; Mr Peter Watson; Mr Paul Andrews; Mr Max Trenorden; Mr David 
Templeman; Mr Larry Graham; Mr John Bowler 

 [20] 

Blunt Warning - “What a ludicrous situation we may have if a State enterprise can not access its 
product because of State funding cuts to roads.  Council will have no hesitation in restricting access to 
the road through permit non issue or closure if it is not in a condition to safely be used, particularly for 
local residents.   

I believe that road is used by the shire president to get to and from the shire.  Work on that road is a major issue.  
The article refers to Hon Adele Farina as follows - 

MLC for the South West, Adele Farina, was clearly taken aback by the cut-backs when told of them by 
the Post & Rail.   

“The first I’ve learned of the cuts is through you, and I’m certainly concerned about it. 

“I’m concerned about the lack of notice the Council received, the impact that has on the local authority, 
the fact that the road is in need of the work, and I will raise those issues with the Minister and see what 
we can do to re-prioritise the order and make that a priority road.” 

Mr J.L. Bradshaw:  She would not know where Manjimup is, would she? 
Mr P.D. OMODEI:  The fact is that Hon Adele Farina goes down south from time to time, usually to present 
cheques on behalf of the Government.  She is the go-between for the Labor Government and those communities.  
She has an office in Busselton and lives in Mt Lawley.  I must therefore ask: how much interest does she really 
have in the south west? 
Ms D.J. Guise:  She is having a house built there. 
Mr P.D. OMODEI:  Is that right? 
Ms D.J. Guise:  I believe so. 
Mr P.D. OMODEI:  Whereabouts? 
Ms D.J. Guise:  In Busselton. 
Mr P.D. OMODEI:  That is fantastic.  After 18 months as a member, she has decided to build a house.  She 
obviously feels very comfortable in her position down there.  It will be interesting to see what happens to the 
Milyeannup Coast Road, which is fundamental to the area.  For those members who are unaware, Scott River is 
not only one of the areas that has been identified as a potential water supply, much to the chagrin of the local 
farmers who are concerned about the water table, but also there is talk of taking 60 gigalitres from the Scott 
River aquifer.  I hope when that is done the Government will use commonsense to ensure that it is not taken 
from an area that will affect the farming community.  A range of industries is currently growing from Scott 
River.  A growing potato seed industry there is exporting seed to Indonesia, large areas are farmed for beef cattle 
and a number of new farmers have gone there from New Zealand to take over land for dairy farming.  It will 
become an important area for agricultural and horticultural production.  Cauliflowers, carrots and potatoes for 
domestic consumption come from there. 

Members should consider what is happening to the arable land left for intensive agriculture in Western Australia.  
The Leederville aquifer that services Carabooda in the member for Wanneroo’s electorate has been reduced by 
10 metres from what it was a few years ago, which is a matter of grave concern to producers there, who produce 
$100 million worth of products.  The encroachment of salinity on the coastal plain is causing problems there; 
and, of course, the areas close to Spearwood are all being built out.  There are, therefore, few areas outside the 
Manjimup-Pemberton area that have a suitable and appropriate water supply. 

If the Government wants to help the south west, it must identify the priorities in its capital works budget and 
recognise that road infrastructure is vital, particularly on South Western Highway, Muirs Highway and 
Milyeannup Coast Road.  My office in Manjimup and the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western 
Australia conducted a business survey of struggling communities.  A total of 77 surveys were responded to from 
107 issued.  Of those 77, the average reduction in business activity was 60 per cent.  Those businesses are 
gravely concerned about their future and the Government should take that into account.  It should also consider 
that the Manjimup Primary School is a 1924 building.  The minister has visited the building and acknowledged 
its condition.  The previous Government gave a commitment to open a new school by the beginning of 2004.  
The current Government has deferred that opening for another two years.  On top of that, the rafters in the police 
station are riddled with white ants.  That news has featured in the police bulletin.  The police station is a facility 
that is just not adequate for this modern age, although the police put on a good face about it.  However, $500 000 
to $600 000 would fix that problem. 
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Also on the Government’s program is the collocation of the fire brigade, the State Emergency Service and the 
emergency services building, which will probably cost another $500 000.  The area of Manjimup, therefore, 
needs $5 million for a school and another $1 million for the other two projects.  The total of $6 million could be 
spread over two financial years at $3 million a year and would generate some activity in subcontracting and 
consumer goods in the area.  That would amount to 0.001 per cent of the State’s capital works budget and could 
be done at the stroke of a pen.  The Premier could come down to Manjimup or Pemberton tomorrow and 
announce that the Government was bringing forward by two years the new primary school building project.  
That announcement would be met with great acclaim.   

Another issue is the sky jetty, which was promised by the previous Government, committed to by this 
Government and is still going through a feasibility study.  It would be a major regional facility that is vital to 
Nannup, Manjimup, Balingup, Bridgetown and all other places that lead into those areas.  I ask the Government 
for a commitment to the sky jetty, because it will bring all the Margaret River tourist traffic, when it is bulging at 
the seams, into the lower south west.  Those tourists would certainly leave their dollars and cents in that area, 
which would provide a boost to the economy.  The sky jetty issue has been going on for two and a half years, 
and the Government really must do something about it. 

MR P.W. ANDREWS (Southern River) [5.48 pm]:  Before I get to the body of my speech, I want to 
acknowledge the Governor.  I was present recently at a conference of Asian media outlets held in the Esplanade 
Hotel.  I was the second speaker that day after the Governor’s opening address.  He spoke about his role as part 
of the peacekeeping force in Cambodia, in which his opening line was to the effect that he had negotiated with 
terrorists such as Pol Pot in Cambodia.  After that, it became obvious that as the Governor of this State, we have 
a person of great integrity who fills the role of Governor excellently.  Regardless of what we think of the title of 
governor, this Governor is very well suited to that role; he is an outstanding Western Australian.  I was amused 
to hear the members for Warren-Blackwood and Geraldton claim him as one of their own.  However, the 
Governor attended the Bunbury Senior High School, so he is one of ours.   

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr A.J. Dean):  He is a former head boy of Bunbury Senior High School.   

Mr P.W. ANDREWS:  Many fine people who are involved in politics have attended Bunbury Senior High 
School.   

I take this opportunity to refer to a number of health issues.  I am certain that the Minister for Health, who is 
currently in the Chamber, will listen to what I have to say.  He should feel free to interject at any stage if he 
wishes.  One of the things I enjoy most about being a member of Parliament is serving on the Education and 
Health Standing Committee.  The member for Kimberley chairs the committee, the member for Murdoch is the 
deputy chairman and the members for Roe and Geraldton also serve on it.  I enjoy that committee work because 
we can tackle some health policy issues.  Often we find points of agreement between both sides of politics.  I 
enjoy that bipartisan approach, although we certainly do have our disagreements.  I enjoy tackling education 
issues, but I particularly enjoy matters relating to health and health policy.  

I will address the concept of prevention strategies in health.  I will form an argument that relates to the difference 
between primary and secondary prevention of disease.  Earlier this year, some of the members of the Education 
and Health Standing Committee attended the World Organisation of National Colleges and Academics 
conference in Melbourne and the satellite conference in Alice Springs.  It was funny that no-one at the 
conference knew what WONCA stood for; they just knew it was a world organisation of family doctors.  Many 
people who attended the conference - not just the doctors - were involved in policy making and all sorts of 
aspects related to health. 

Mr J.L. Bradshaw:  Are you sure it did not have an “A” instead of an “O”?   

Mr P.W. ANDREWS:  That was a source of much amusement late at night.   

The Education and Health Standing Committee conducted research into the state of dentistry services in Western 
Australia.  One of its recommendations was to recruit more fully-trained dentists from overseas and slot them 
into our health system.  We were somewhat naive, because the problem of a shortage of health professionals is 
not peculiar to Western Australia; it exists in many developed and developing countries.  Australia, Canada, the 
United States and, to a lesser extent, New Zealand have the same problems.  We soon realised that the 
committee’s recommendation to recruit more dentists from overseas was flawed.   

I will provide members with some statistics about doctors who were trained in other countries because that issue 
was addressed at the WONCA conference.  We were told that 43 per cent of doctors who were trained in South 
Africa emigrate.  That means that South Africa has roughly half the supply of doctors who have been trained 
there than it should have.  Struggling countries - for example, Zambia - send their doctors overseas to be trained.  
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However, only five per cent of those trained doctors return to Zambia.  It became clear that if we followed this 
policy, we would strip developing countries of their medical personnel.  That would obviously be an 
unsustainable and unfair situation.   

It hit home to us - I am sure the member for Murdoch and others would support this view - that we need to train 
more of our own people.  It is a fairly obvious solution to our problem.  We must examine the number of people 
who train to become doctors each year.  Our friends on the other side of the House are very much into market 
economics, yet the supply of doctors is restricted.  It would be fair enough if our university students did not have 
the ability to be trained as doctors; however, we have excellent young people who could be trained in medicine 
without lowering our standards.  

Mr J.J.M. Bowler:  Are you referring to the standard of the quality of service or the standard of their hip 
pockets?   

Mr P.W. ANDREWS:  It comes down to a lot of factors.  I do not want to criticise the process of selecting 
people to study medicine.  One of those processes involves the prospective students being interviewed.  I do not 
know how other members feel about interviews, but members who have had job interviews know that sometimes 
they might function very well at interviews and other times they might not.  It is a very subjective process.  I 
have heard people argue that it is not subjective because marking keys are used and the interviewers know what 
they are looking for and so on.  In my experience, oral assessments are always flawed.  

Mr J.L. Bradshaw:  That is not the problem with the number of trainee doctors; it is the fact that only so many 
places are on offer.  The problem is not whether the students go for interviews.  

Mr P.W. ANDREWS:  That is exactly the point.   

A simple argument was put that a number of students entered the field of medicine only because it was the 
hardest and most difficult field to get into.  I will not go into that issue; suffice to say - and I think there is some 
agreement - that many kids would make ideal doctors and are prepared to do it.   
Ms D.J. Guise:  Each year a substantial number of students who apply to go into that field because of choice, 
miss out on a placement.   
Mr P.W. ANDREWS:  A huge number of students who go interstate are studying for science and engineering 
degrees, for example, with a view to getting into medicine.  It is not true to say that the quality and depth of 
talent does not exist.  The health system is restricted because of the relatively small number of people who are 
trained as doctors.   
This Government and others across Australia must tackle organisations and institutions and well-set paths and 
increase the number of people who are trained to be doctors.  We could tinker around the edges and say that we 
will get a few doctors from here and retrain some doctors from there; however, Australian Governments must 
bite the bullet and tackle the core of the problem; that is, the number of people who are trained in medicine.  I 
will take the argument one step further.  To the credit of the Minister for Health, an advertisement was placed in 
the newspaper the other day requiring the services of two surgeons.  We are getting to the stage at which there is 
an acute shortage of transplant surgeons, cardiovascular surgeons and a variety of other surgeons in specialised 
fields in Western Australia.  Why is that?  It is because they have not been trained.  Even if we could solve the 
problem by placing more people in training now, it would be 10 or more years before they are trained 
sufficiently to conduct specialised surgery.  The problem across the entire health system is that we have a 
shortage of doctors, general practitioners, specialists and surgeons.  There is no reason that that should be the 
case.  The reason for the current problem is the impediments that are placed in the way of people developing the 
necessary skills.  We must break down those impediments.   

Sitting suspended from 6.00 to 7.00 pm 
Mr P.W. ANDREWS:  Before the dinner break I was saying that I wanted to address some issues relating to 
health and that I would try to present an argument involving the various sorts of prevention strategies, 
distinguish between primary prevention of disease and secondary prevention of disease, and also frame an 
argument about the way in which we should look at alternative methods of health delivery on a state and national 
basis.  The point that I was labouring before the dinner break was the need to increase the number of doctors in 
Australia.  I think I clearly pointed out that we need to stop tinkering around the edges and cut straight to the 
bottom line; that is, a substantial increase in the number of young people undertaking medical training.   

The conference we attended certainly discussed an emphasis on a coordinated approach to health care and the 
need for the development of other types of health care professions.  We all know what the problem is because we 
have dealt with it in this place many times.  We are facing a tsunami of health issues that will swamp us in the 
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next few years.  It is quite simple.  We are an ageing population.  The baby boomers are moving through, and the 
expectation is that they will enjoy the same level of health that they have enjoyed throughout their lives.  That 
will increasingly involve the use of costly pharmaceuticals and the carrying out of sophisticated procedures with 
the available technology - all very expensive but in high demand.  Added to that, a considerable number of 
doctors are no longer bulk-billing, and patients who would normally be handled in a general practitioner clinic 
are going to emergency centres.  That is the problem we are facing at this moment.  In the next few years we will 
have to continually increase the real budget for health care.  The extent to which that is sustainable under the 
present structure in which we operate is very doubtful.  One of the reasons that there is a need for the 
development of new health care professions is the way in which the budgets are framed.  Our health system 
needs to be much more structurally functional in many ways to open up the path for the development of these 
new professions.   
The President of the World Organisation of Family Doctors is Dr Michael Boland.  His field of expertise is the 
coordination of patient care.  He put forward a model that shows that in normal circumstances, in any cohort of 
patients, approximately two-thirds should be seen by what he called a practice nurse - not a nurse practitioner but 
a practice nurse.  He said that two-thirds of people who would normally go to a GP could be handled by a 
practice nurse.  He added that one-third of that group of patients could be seen by a GP; and, of those, about four 
per cent would be referred to a specialist.  His model involves extending the chain of referral.   
For the profession that he calls practice nurse, he identified a number of different types of nursing, if I can use 
that expression.  First, practice nurses could look after patients with acute and self-limiting conditions, such as 
the common, everyday cold; second, they could look after people with stable, chronic conditions, such as those 
who go to have their diabetes checked or something like that.  The third type is obviously the antenatal and 
postnatal visits that tend to be quite common.  He also identified that this type of profession could handle health 
promotion, minor procedures and dressings, for example, and also do some testing, such as taking a patient’s 
blood pressure - the usual sort of thing.  Dr Boland has put forward this model under which he says that all these 
things could be handled by a person whom he calls a practice nurse.   

The nurse practitioner legislation will come before this House.  I do not have a background in medicine, so I am 
unable to distinguish between particular clinical roles.  However, I believe that the nurse practitioner legislation 
basically legitimises much of the work that is currently done by nurses, particularly in rural and remote areas.  I 
am proposing that it should not necessarily be just a nurse situation; that we should look at an entirely new 
profession.  It could be called physician’s aide or whatever, but not necessarily restricted to nursing.  For 
example, in a pharmacy, the person in this position - give it whatever name we want - could handle many of 
those things to which Dr Boland referred.  That person would be attached to and be an employee of a pharmacy.   

The nurse practitioner legislation will be very important.  I have heard the argument from some members in this 
place that we need a particular type of nurse who is not overly skilled to carry out these mundane matters.  I 
reject that proposition.  The more highly skilled, the more educated and the more specialised nurses become, the 
greater is their service to the community.  Clearly, the time has come to stop thinking about doctors, nurses and 
other health professionals in their traditional roles and simply leave it at that.  There needs to be an entirely 
different type of profession, one in which a person not only has a triage role but also is responsible for treatment 
and those things that Dr Boland emphasised.   
I will move to primary prevention strategies.  Evidence is mounting to support a shift towards primary 
prevention as the most effective way to combat disease.  If we regard secondary prevention as things like health 
promotions, education and so on, they have been going on for a number of years.  The push for people to eat 
more fruit and vegetables, the “Life.  Be in it.” campaign and all those things that educate people are really 
secondary.  The primary prevention strategies should stop a situation developing in the first place.  Considerable 
emphasis in the budget is placed on clinical needs and a considerable amount is directed towards secondary 
prevention.  However, primary prevention must be addressed urgently as part of a national strategy.  These 
health issues cannot be considered in isolation.  One graph I looked at demonstrated the correlation between 
people’s weight and their income.  It clearly showed that in a cohort of people earning a high income the level of 
obesity was lower than it was among those with a low income.  In other words, the poorer we are the fatter we 
tend to be, which means I am worth a fortune!  I thought I would say that before the member for Bunbury said it!   
One of the important aspects of primary health prevention is the need to maintain expenses within a budget.  An 
example of how that can be done occurred at the Walunguru community in central Australia.  After the children 
in that community had passed the early stage of feeding, they fell into a pattern of malnutrition.  A large number 
of cases of gastric illnesses were being taken to hospital and costs were being incurred because of the 
evacuations.  In other words, the children were not eating properly, which caused associated problems.  The 
various health disciplines such as the doctor, the health nurse, the dietician and so on worked with the people in 
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that community, including the people who owned the store and those who ran the women’s centre.  They took a 
three-pronged approach: firstly they educated the mothers; secondly, they educated the staff of those 
establishments; and thirdly, they provided meals for the children.  The cost of $20 a fortnight was borne by the 
mothers.  The prevalence of malnutrition among the children reduced by 70 per cent over only one year.  The 
cost of hospital admissions and of the evacuations also each reduced by 70 per cent.  The total cost benefit to the 
health system was about $224 000, which was the cost, within $1 000, of the program.  It was therefore a cost-
neutral approach to providing a much better lifestyle for those people.  There is nothing new about that.  We 
hope that system is operating within our health system now.  
In the nine minutes I have left I would like to apply that model to two present health problems in Australia; 
namely, diabetes and renal failure.  In 1999 the States and the federal Government signed the Australian 
Diabetes Declaration, a copy of which I have here containing Hon John Day’s signature.  The declaration, 
endorsed by the Australian health ministers, indicates that diabetes is a national health priority in Australia.  The 
objective of the strategy is to reduce the personal and public burden of diabetes in Australia. 
Since that declaration, a study has been undertaken, the results of which were released in the “Australian 
Diabetes Obesity and Lifestyle Report”.  The statistics in that report are staggering.  An amazing number of 
people are on the verge of developing diabetes.  One result showed that in a population aged over 25 years, 
7.5 per cent had diabetes.  Almost one million people in Australia have diabetes.  For every known case in the 
community, there is one undiagnosed case.  A large volume of evidence supports the claim that many cases of 
diabetes can be prevented.  The extended model to which I referred demonstrated that if the nurse practitioners 
or practice nurses - call them what we will - regularly screened and tested people in the first place for high blood 
pressure, the cause of these problems would be detected early and could be simply treated.  To a large extent, the 
onset of diabetes is lifestyle related.  It is the seventh-leading cause of death in Australia.  Twenty-five per cent 
of Australian adults have either diabetes or impaired glucose metabolism; 23.6 per cent of people over the age of 
75 have diabetes; and it is estimated that, by 2010, 1.23 million people in Australia will have diabetes.  It is one 
of the highest rates of the industrialised nations.  Within 10 years, the direct financial cost will be $2 billion.  
Between 1993 and 1998 the number of people in Western Australia who experienced renal failure associated 
with diabetes increased by 22 per cent.  However, some information I have received is contradictory.  Someone I 
spoke to on Sunday evening said that diabetes is now the leading cause of renal failure; whereas before, the 
various types of nephritis were the leading cause of renal failure.  
I am trying to paint a picture of an epidemic that is looming on the horizon and becoming imminent.  If we do 
not change the way we deliver health services, we will be swamped by that epidemic.  To a fair degree, diabetes 
is avoidable.  As part of primary prevention, programs of regular exercise and regular checks of our glucose 
levels can assist in avoiding it.  I am prepared to offer some of my colleagues the opportunity to test their 
glucose levels.  If anyone is willing to take me up on that, I will even change the needle for them! 

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  Very generous.  

Mr P.W. ANDREWS:  It is very generous.  Another interesting Australian study shows that 75 per cent of men 
and 65 per cent of women are overweight.  Over the past 20 years the average weight of individuals has 
increased by five kilograms.  I have contributed fairly substantially to that average!  What is the significance of 
that?  If we deal with diabetes and renal failure in the way that we have in the past, demands on the budget will 
be swamped.  Any funding in real terms will have to be increased by up to 10 times to keep up.  It is not 
sustainable.  

To address these issues, every single aspect of daily life must be taken into consideration and changes made to 
the way we do things.  We can start in our own neighbourhoods; for example, we must get people walking and 
exercising every day.  Town planning has an impact on what happens in our neighbourhoods.  Suburbs must be 
designed to enable people to walk with their children to school; albeit that can be difficult in country areas.  
Suburbs must be designed so that walking access to schools is safe and can provide children and adults with the 
opportunity to get exercise.  

We do not want to be a nanny State, but is there some justification for indicating the level of fats in fast foods so 
that people know what they are eating?  People might say that none of the fast foods is good for us, so we should 
not eat them.  However, if the amount of fat intake is clearly labelled and in front of us, there is a chance that 
people’s eating habits will change.  School programs must be reconsidered.  Schools should offer a variety of 
sports, particularly for teenagers who have turned away from traditional sports and who want something physical 
to do.  Rather than the usual sport routine, schools could provide activities such as gardening.  Although, 
generally, schools offer a fair variety of activities such as aerobic exercises, it is a matter of the sports and 
activities curriculum becoming more vital.  We have heard the occasional comment that another hour has been 
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added to the primary school day to enable children to exercise more.  I do not know whether that will work.  It 
should be integrated into everything we do in the normal working day so that people’s everyday routine involves 
exercise.  It is important and must be part of everything that happens throughout the day.  If that does not occur, 
we will be in deep strife and we will not be able to handle the situation.  In other words, the mode or delivery of 
health care needs to change.  The length of time of referrals should be changed and we must develop a different 
type of health care profession. 

Two weeks ago I addressed the Renal Society of Australasia conference, and I acknowledge the great nurses 
who were there that day.  They do a fantastic job.  I acknowledge Mary Russell, who is the President of the 
Renal Society, and nurses such as Casey Light from the Armadale-Kelmscott Memorial Hospital and Jason 
McAuliffe who helped to organise that day.  In Western Australia we have a wonderful group of people working 
in our hospitals, and the staff in the dialysis units are exceptional.  They have a very difficult job and I 
acknowledge that. 

I now refer to recruiting nurses from overseas.  Many nurses are trained overseas.  When the Minister for Health 
goes overseas, he says there are no nurses and asks why he should bother going to those places.  He ignores the 
fact that nurses are being trained in other countries and that they are leaving and going overseas.  One of the 
reasons for the recent overseas visit by the Minister for Health was to ensure that at least some of those nurses 
come to Australia.  The member for Roleystone and I have done our bit; it is up to everybody else to do theirs. 

MR M.W. TRENORDEN (Avon - Leader of the National Party) [7.21 pm]:  Before I deal with the issues we 
are debating, it is important that I welcome Hamish Young into the world.  Hamish Young has come into this 
world with some very serious disadvantages.  His parents are foreigners and his father is a Hawthorn supporter.  
People really cannot have many more disadvantages than that - but I suppose his father could have been a 
Carlton supporter.  I wish Hamish and his parents, Andrew and Megan, well. 

Recently there has been a lot of patting on the back over the awarding of the liquefied natural gas contract with 
China.  The Premier stood in this place and congratulated himself and the Leader of the Opposition. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  He didn’t do that. 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  I should say he congratulated the previous Premier, and he made a few negative 
comments about the Leader of the Opposition.  A few days ago I was invited to the offices of Woodside 
Petroleum Ltd to be thanked for the National Party’s contribution.  Of course, I made no contribution to the 
awarding of that contract, although my predecessor, Hendy Cowan, did.  I have never been to China.  Hendy 
Cowan was part of the delegation from the Court-Cowan Government that went to China and he did his bit to 
secure that contract.  The National Party recognises Hendy Cowan’s effort, as well as those of Richard Court, 
and the final part played by the current Government.  The reality is that the hard work was done some years ago, 
although the contract was not finalised until recently.  All the people involved in the process deserve a big tick.  
This is not just about a contract to buy liquefied natural gas.  Winning the whole contract for Western Australia 
is very important.  The awarding of the LNG contract means that a relationship between China and Western 
Australia has been established, and it will now be easier for other people from Western Australia who go to 
China to establish contracts in other industries to win good business for Western Australia.  I congratulate the 
people involved in that process, and, in particular, the former Leader of the National Party, Hendy Cowan. 

I inform His Excellency the Governor that unfortunately this is the worst Labor Government to have been 
elected in recent memory; it is an appalling Government.  The situation in rural Western Australia under this 
Government could hardly be worse.  Since coming to power, this Labor Administration has withdrawn services 
and funding from the length and breadth of rural Western Australia.  I have a long list that I will run through 
tonight.  The Government is concentrating on centralising its activities in the metropolitan area and removing all 
hope for country people.  One of the sad parts of this process is the public liability insurance legislation.  The 
Bill that the Government messed up today in the other House will do country people little good, because it does 
not recognise what country people are about.  In a town of 200, 600 or 800 people, five people may get together 
to organise a community activity.  Under the Bill, those people must be incorporated and they must get 
insurance, and that will mean that they will not even get started.  A good example that was raised during the 
debate in this place was the Kununoppin ladies auxiliary.  Why will the Kununoppin ladies auxiliary now bother 
to raise the $5 000 it raises each year for the Kununoppin hospital?  First, it will have to find $500 to get 
incorporated, then it will have to find $1 000 to pay the insurance, and then it will be able to raise the money to 
put into the hospital.  The board no longer exists, so the ladies will not know where the money will go.  It could 
go to Rockingham or Derby, although it is not likely that much will go to Derby.  It could go to Northam, but it 
is more likely to go into the metropolitan area.  Why would those people now bother to raise that $5 000?  There 
is no incentive for them to do that; there are only disincentives. 
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The process continues.  Why would the people involved in Meals on Wheels in the town of Beverley - a handful 
of people - go out and get themselves incorporated?  Why would they go out and raise $1 000-plus for the 
insurance premium so they can deliver 20 meals a day?  They will not do it.  The Bill does not recognise that.  It 
was inappropriate to say that the National Party’s legislation would have totally precluded volunteers from being 
sued, because the record shows that no volunteer in this State has ever been sued.  The Government wrote that 
legislation off. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  And now it has lost its Bill. 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  That is right; it goes on and on.  The truth is that this will kill incentive in rural areas.  
It will not kill incentive in many of the not-for-profit operations in the metropolitan area.  During the period the 
Court-Cowan Government was in office, the last inquiry that was conducted by the Public Accounts Committee 
when I was chairman related to not-for-profit work in the metropolitan area.  At the time the people involved in 
that work were concerned - and those concerns would still exist - about the Government’s accountability 
provisions, because the Government had indicated that if people became involved in not-for-profit work they 
must be accountable.  

The State Government said it will provide X number of dollars and organisations will have to be accountable, 
and if they do not adhere to the process to the right degree they will either be criminally liable or never again 
given the grant.  That is fine for those in the big end of town, because they have full-time employees and the 
capacity to meet those accountability requirements, but for the small end of town it is a serious matter.  
Community service organisations and those types of agencies ought to administer the accountability process for 
those very small groups.  Those agencies should carry that responsibility.   

I reiterate that an amazing amount of pressure is placed on volunteers.  Rural Western Australians are No 1 in 
this nation for voluntary work, with 45 per cent of people in rural and regional Western Australia involved in 
voluntary activities.  We should encourage that, not pull the pin on it.  The National Party will keep raising these 
issues because of the enormous burden that volunteers will continue to bear.  They will be asking themselves 
why they should continue to volunteer.  The answer is hard to find.  I cannot tell them why, other than for the 
health and vitality of their communities.   

It was interesting that a few weeks ago on a tour through the wheatbelt, which has had no rain, I was informed 
that the main concern of country people was for their community, not for their incomes.  They had two levels of 
concern: one was for their livestock, which were battling to find water and feed, and the other was for the health 
and welfare of their communities.  It is a delicate matter.  The truth is that in Western Australia last year 261 
people committed suicide.  That figure is greater than the road toll, which was around 247 last year.  I know that 
in the past two months in areas north of my electorate there have been four suicides.  We must deal with those 
matters.  We do not have to deal directly with suicide, but we must get onto the mental health and community 
health authorities that do, because at the moment those towns do not have people who can provide those 
services.  Those services do not exist in places like Kalannie and Beacon.   

We have to think of a way to deliver those services.  One way to deliver those services is to allow the 
communities to help, which is why I am harping on the efforts of volunteers in the country.  When there is a 
project in the town - maybe to do with the oval, the school or whatever - everyone gets involved and pulls their 
weight and they feel better about the community and therefore better about themselves.  I spoke recently with a 
shire councillor - for obvious reasons, I will not say where - who was really annoyed with his chief executive 
officer because only a few days ago that CEO came to the council with a recommendation to cease all watering 
of the ovals, cricket pitches, playgrounds and the town centre.  Can members imagine what that would have done 
to that town?  There would have been dead grass on ovals, cricket pitches and playgrounds.  Is that the image to 
present in a town that is struggling and where people are stressed and in difficulty?  We should give serious 
consideration to how we go about this process.  

The Labor Party was seriously caught out with police and citizens youth centres.  The Premier said in this place 
that his Government would meet the $8 000 that each PCYC had to pay for public liability premiums, but he will 
not honour that undertaking.  The total of public liability premiums for all police and citizens youth centres is 
around $300 000.  Surely the Government could allocate one day’s receipts from Multanova cameras.  Each 
Multanova generates $1.5 million for the Government each year.  Surely, somewhere in the police budget, we 
can find the funds to pay public liability insurance premiums for PCYCs.   

Mr J.J.M. Bowler:  Do you want to close police stations? 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  I would rather that than close the PCYCs.  I had in mind closing down the police 
station in Boulder.  
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The member for Eyre is not arguing that those centres are not fantastic.  The police go into the communities and 
encourage kids into those centres and get them involved.  In my experience - I do not know all 30 of them, but I 
know about half a dozen - a large number of kids attend the PCYCs.  In my area, some kids have developed 
skills like gymnastics and boxing.  Even though some people will not agree with boxing, it happens to be very 
popular in Northam, particularly among Aboriginal children. 

Mr D.A. Templeman interjected.  

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  As the member is aware, Northam has had many boxing champions.  The member for 
Mandurah and I have the same level of skill in fighting.  I won my last fight by 100 metres, and when I looked 
over my shoulder the member for Mandurah was just behind me.  Nevertheless, there are people who enjoy 
boxing, which is good. 

Mr J.J.M. Bowler:  You are fighter, not a lover.  

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  I am not sure that I am in either camp.  The member might be pointing out why I am 
not in either camp.   

Nevertheless, a range of talented and driven kids go to these centres and do well.  Also, a range of less talented 
kids and kids whose family or personal circumstances are very difficult also thrive in those centres.  It is sad that 
we have allowed the situation to degenerate to where PCYCs have to find $8 000 each to survive.  Where will 
the Northam PCYC find $8 000?  It will not happen.  The Government has to meet that cost for those centres. 

Mr M. McGowan:  Are you talking about their insurance?  Do you know that the Government has introduced the 
largest package of reforms in that area in the State’s history? 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  I just said it is a pretty pathetic effort.   

Ms S.M. McHale interjected. 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  If that is the case, it has happened only in the past few days.  It is my understanding 
that in the past couple of days the Government has implemented a package through the police department, but 
the PCYC centres have to find the premiums.  The total premium is $300 000, which is an average of $8 000 per 
centre.  Each centre has to find that sum.  The Government promised it would find that sum for them.  
Expenditure on law and order and community health is good and the Government should find that $300 000 for 
PCYCs.  The situation is appalling.  As a result of my telephoning these centres, I can tell government members 
that the expectation was that the Government would find that $300 000 for them.  Sure, the Government has 
reduced the premium from $12 000 to $8 000 a year for each centre, and I give the Government credit for that.  
However, last year, each centre paid $2 000 a year, not $8 000!  The Government has barely helped them.   

One of the other issues that gave me a lot of amusement was a proposal from the Minister for Police or maybe 
the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure to reduce the speed limit in Western Australia to 100 kilometres an 
hour.  We all know why the Government wants to do that: if it stops spending on roads, everyone on those roads 
must slow down because the roads will be too unsafe to travel on.  It is a ridiculous proposition to reduce the 
speed limit from 110 to 100 kilometres an hour.  That is one of the most ludicrous propositions that I have heard 
for a long time.  I hope the Labor Party presses on with its proposal because it will increase support for the 
National Party.  It will be overwhelmingly unpopular in country areas and some government members know it.  
Last year the Government sucked $100 million out of road funding, and those roads are deteriorating.  I 
understand why the Government wants to reduce the speed limit and slow people down.  Those roads are 
deteriorating and they are becoming unsafe.  The Government will knock another $100 000 million out of road 
funding next year as well.  On that same issue, of 119 current road projects listed by Main Roads, 69 were 
funded this year.  Fifty-one of those that did not get funding were country roads.  Again, rural Western Australia 
has missed out on road funds.  This is a serious matter to country people, because they cannot go to school, to 
hospital or to work without roads.  The Government will pay a price for picking on rural people on this issue.   

I decided some weeks ago to write to shire councils about infrastructure for electricity and water.  The replies 
have poured back into my office, and they are extremely negative.  Right across Western Australia, the extension 
of power and water facilities is simply not taking place.  Western Power, with the dividend and tax equivalents 
that come out of its revenue - all but about $20 million is being taken out - has no capital left to undertake these 
projects; it has all been taken by the Government.  People from Western Power are going around the wheatbelt 
telling people exactly that - they cannot have their developments, maintenance and improvement to services, 
because there is no money left in the bucket.  The Opposition will not pay the price for that; it will be paid by the 
Government. 
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I will provide some figures for the regional investment fund.  The regional investment fund was a major Labor 
Party election commitment, put up in neon lights, but the first thing the Government did was to take 
$12.5 million out of it, because the Government came up with this great idea for a premium property tax.  When 
the Government was forced to scrap that tax - which was a city tax, I might add - it had to find $12.5 million to 
fill the hole in the bucket.  It did not get that money out of the city; it went to the regional development fund.  
Three million dollars of that money will never be returned.  I concede that the Government replaced $9 million, 
but it did not put $12.5 million back in.  That fund was three times oversubscribed last year.  It is hopeless, and 
the Government wonders why local government authorities in rural and regional Western Australia are upset.  
Three million dollars was given to the Western Australia Tourism Commission when Ansett collapsed.  Tourism 
is important, and the Opposition did not have any worries about that payment.  However, the first $50 000 was 
spent on a tourist program for Perth and Rockingham.  Money whipped out of the regional investment fund was 
spent in Perth and Rockingham!  The Government wonders why there is a great deal of concern in country areas.  
I give a bouquet to the Minister for Tourism for the $2 million in grants he announced at York the other day.  
The announcement is going down well, and I will be interested to see how the grants flow through to some of 
those small tourism associations.  However, $3 million was still taken out of the regional investment fund and 
not used for its original purpose.  The Government is telling everyone to make applications for these regional 
funds, but when they do make applications, the bucket is dry.  There is nothing there for them.  If the 
Government keeps doing that, it will pay a substantial price.   

The other area in which the Government will never recover is health.  The removal of country health boards was 
an absolute tragedy.  When a coalition Government returns to power, they will be replaced in one form or 
another.  

Mr C.J. Barnett:  It will be very difficult to rebuild the goodwill.  

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  Yes, it will.  All the people who had that contact, who are included in the 45 per cent 
of country people who put in voluntary work, have now been lost.  Whatever value their contribution had - and it 
would be substantial - is gone.  The Government wrote off the country health boards and replaced them with 
extra people in silver city in Perth, to do a portion of the job.  It was a crazy decision.  Last year the Government 
whipped $20 million out of country areas and dropped it into the metropolitan bucket.  

Mr R.C. Kucera:  The member may be interested to know that every country hospital came in on budget, and in 
fact many of them could not use the additional funds they were given at Christmas last year.  All of them came in 
on budget, and none of them experienced a drop in services.  All the doom and gloom predicted by the 
Opposition did not happen, and it will not happen this year.  

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  That is absolute nonsense.  Seventy million dollars was thrown into the big four 
hospitals in Perth.  We know what has happened in the last few months.  One professional after another has 
leaked documents saying that health services have never been worse in the metropolitan area.  The Government 
threw an extra $70 million into the budget, $20 million of which was taken out of country areas.  

Mr R.C. Kucera:  The member should talk some sense instead of waffling.   

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  It is a fact.  The Government has brought health to a level of crisis that has never been 
seen before, and it will not recover.  As a rural politician, I have people from these hospitals phoning to tell me 
what is happening in these hospitals, and the message is very ordinary.  

Mr P.B. Watson interjected.  

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  I point out to the member for Albany that the health workers were working their 
hearts out when the Opposition was in government, and it did not stop the then Opposition from bagging them 
for one second.  

Mr P.B. Watson:  I was not even in the House then.  

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  It may not have been the member for Albany, but a whole range of other members 
were right into that game.   

What happened in the last two years at King Edward Memorial Hospital was a disaster.  That hospital will take 
years to recover from what was done to it.  All members in this Chamber would want that hospital back on its 
feet and enjoying the respect it and the people who work in it deserve.  

Mr R.C. Kucera:  Never let the facts get in the way of a good story! 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  Many people are still calling me about the issues raised in the report on KEMH.  
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Mr R.C. Kucera:  It was a good report, and it has been acted upon.  The problem is the kind of misinformation 
that the member for Avon is coming up with.  

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  The Government has put the same people as before into the administration of KEMH, 
without changing any of the culture.  People at that hospital have been phoning me saying that the same culture 
exists there as existed prior to the report.  If that is the case - and I dearly hope it is not - then KEMH is in 
serious trouble, and it is the last thing the Opposition wants to happen to that hospital.  

We have seen 151 jobs slashed out of the Department of Agriculture.  At a time when the debate about 
genetically modified organisms is at its height, and the Minister for Agriculture should be declaring a 
moratorium on their release, research funds have been slashed from the department.  We have excellent scientists 
who can do the breeding and keep us at the forefront of the world, with good varieties, and as a result we have 
not needed GMOs.  Now, the Government is talking about a moratorium on GMOs as well as slashing the 
research funding for the Department of Agriculture.  That can only result in the State falling behind in this area.  
If this State falls behind in varieties and breeding, and the capacity to be efficient in agriculture, the pressure will 
be on for GMOs.  The Government has set agriculture in this State on a course that could prove very dangerous.  
I hope, for everyone’s sake, that it is not, but the chances are it could be very dangerous.   

The Government has also slashed the funding in small areas such as business enterprise centres.  The Beverley 
area is struggling with a fraction of the funds that used to be available for assistance.  This has also happened in 
the electorate of the member for Albany.  He should have a chat with the people at his business enterprise centre 
and ask how happy they are about the programs that are being whipped out of their town.  

I turn now to the Government’s history on the national action plan for water.  The minister attended the water 
forum the other day.  I appreciate her participation.  She said at the beginning of the day that we could have input 
into the Government’s water policy.  The atmosphere at the forum was extremely positive.  It was great to have a 
couple of hundred people present whose enthusiasm was fantastic.  I give all credit to the member for Merredin 
for putting it together.   

Some negativity did come out, and I would ask the minister to concentrate on that.  We do not want to lose 40 
people.  People are starting to get very worried about it.  I spoke to federal ministers John Anderson and Warren 
Truss about the issue over the weekend.  They are concerned about some of the input from the Department of 
Agriculture and about how some of the funds will not be allocated in line with the agreement.  I ask the minister 
to check that.  As the minister knows, and pointed out at the forum, we are running out of days in which to get 
this organised.  I do not have to tell the minister, because she knows how important the process is and how 
concerned people are becoming.  I therefore ask the minister to become involved.  I will guarantee that if the 
minister has any concerns about the feedback from John Anderson and Warren Truss, I will be happy to act as 
intermediary and talk to them.  We would love the agreement to be signed off in the short term, even that part 
that relates to the employees, and whether there will be 30 or 42 positions.  People seem to be running those two 
figures. 

Dr J.M. Edwards:  The state assessment panel went through the applications yesterday and it will go forward on 
55 positions. 

Mr M.W. TRENORDEN:  That is good, and I appreciate that.   

I have a heap of questions on water, industrial relations and the regional airline.  I could go on with various 
issues about which I am concerned.  I would like it reported to the Governor that regional Western Australians 
are very concerned about this Government and hope they will get a better deal during the next couple of years. 

MR D.A. TEMPLEMAN (Mandurah) [7.52 pm]:  I want to refer to a couple of issues that are of importance for 
the electorate of Mandurah and also to other issues that have come to light during the break.   

Education in the Mandurah electorate remains one of the important priorities.  It is a crucial area that continues 
to need promotion and focus.  Recent studies and statistical data show that, in the Mandurah-Peel region, 
education retention rates have unfortunately been predominantly low in comparison with other parts of the State 
and, indeed, the country.  Therefore, encouraging more students to complete year 12 or its equivalent is crucial 
for the future of that community.  We must lift the value of education in the Mandurah-Peel area, because it is 
clear that by doing so there will be a beneficial flow-on effect in a whole variety of ways to the wider 
community.   

I commend the educators in the government and non-government systems and schools in Mandurah.  Both the 
teaching and non-teaching staff are magnificent.  One of my great pleasures is to visit schools in my electorate - 
primary schools, high schools and the senior college - to see some of the fantastic things that are occurring in 
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those institutions.  It is important that we acknowledge the tremendous contribution that teachers and educators 
are making to our young people.  I am very impressed by the tremendous progress that has already been made by 
the staff and students of Mandurah Senior College.  It has been open for only two years but already attendance 
numbers continue to grow and some very strong and innovative partnerships are being established between it and 
the TAFE college, with which it is collocated, and Murdoch University.  Those partnerships need to be 
strengthened so that the benefits will flow to coming generations.   

I am particularly pleased that the budget contained an allocation of $500 000 for the planning of stage 2 of 
Mandurah Senior College.  Moneys will be allocated in the next budget to complete stage 2.  It is very important 
that stage 2 be brought on line as soon as possible because of the growth in attendance numbers at the senior 
college and to ensure that the focus of the institution and its potential for young people in the Mandurah area are 
realised.   

I am sure that other members feel as I do when they read the newsletters and information that comes from 
schools, but I want to share with the House some information from Mandurah High School.  It is a reflection on 
the commitment of the Government to the laptop computer program.  The Mandurah High School newsletter 
reads -  

There is some excitement amongst the staff with our inclusion in the ‘laptop’ rollout.  A large number 
of staff are taking up this leasing opportunity.  This will further increase staff skills in use of appropriate 
technology and the benefits of this will flow to the students. 

That is a very clear example of the results of the Government’s decision flowing on and having an important, 
positive effect on the teaching profession and the education of young people in the Mandurah region. 

I am very pleased that the effect of the moneys allocated to Coodanup Community College and Mandurah High 
School for behavioural management programs, which were announced in previous budgets, is flowing through.  
Having spoken to the principals and the teachers, I know that they are using the money that the minister provided 
for behavioural management for very innovative programs and projects, which are starting to have a real effect, 
as they were designed to do.  It is important that those sorts of programs are allowed to continue.  In years 8, 9 
and 10, when behavioural issues sometimes occur, innovative programs that focus on the needs of the students 
make a difference in my electorate.   

Students from Mandurah continue to achieve good results in sport, academia and the arts.  They are right up 
there with all the others in the State.  Through the Government’s policies and initiatives we will see a continuing 
enhancement of educational opportunities and outcomes for the growing number of young people in the 
Mandurah community.  I want to underline the fact that although Mandurah has a significant number of retirees 
and seniors, who are very valued in the community, it is also experiencing an increase at the other end of the 
demographic scale, as it were, because a lot more younger families are moving to the region or to the city of 
Mandurah and making it home.  That brings with it the challenges of any growing community. 

Of course, my electorate has its unemployment problems and concerns, many of which are underpinning a 
number of social and economic indicators in the Mandurah and Peel region.  I have mentioned to the House 
before that 42 per cent of the electorate’s working population travels north out of the region to seek employment.  
Although that will continue, we need to look at creating employment opportunities in the region for those who 
do not have work at this time.  The freeway and the rail link are crucial for the communities of Mandurah and the 
southern corridor.  It is absolutely crucial that the rail link be situated directly down the freeway - it is something 
I strongly support and encourage, because it will ensure that those people in Mandurah who find themselves 
unemployed will have access to job opportunities, further education and training.  We need to make sure that the 
railway line and the freeway extension get to Mandurah and that the area has the Peel deviation. 

Ms K. Hodson-Thomas:  You should tell the minister. 

Mr D.A. TEMPLEMAN:  The member need not worry.  I tell the minister all the time. 
Small businesses represent the hub of the Mandurah and Peel region, because apart from Alcoa, the major 
corporate identity in the region, small businesses are employing many of the people in the region.  They continue 
to need our support.   

I particularly want to mention Alcoa World Alumina Australia.  Alcoa is a crucial employer in my region.  
Although there are ongoing health concerns at Alcoa that need to be addressed, it is important that we 
acknowledge the contribution that Alcoa has made and is continuing to make to Mandurah and the Peel region.  
Alcoa has my support.  It has been a strong supporter of many initiatives, and it is continuing to work in 
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partnership with a number of organisations and individuals in the community to improve life in Mandurah and 
the Peel region.   
I want to mention also the Mandurah Youth Commitment, which I have been involved in from the beginning.  
As I mentioned earlier, during the past five years our school retention rates have unfortunately been less than 
appropriate.  Therefore, the Mandurah Youth Commitment is looking at ways of ensuring that students who are 
moving out of year 10 and into years 11 and 12 have options available to them such as further education and 
training, or employment.  I will be inviting the Minister for Education to Mandurah to see what the Mandurah 
Youth Commitment is trying to achieve.  It is a very positive program and it is providing a lot of opportunities 
for our young people.  

I am very pleased that through the new Office of Crime Prevention in the Department of the Premier and 
Cabinet, the Street Net program has been refunded for another year.  This is a very important program that 
targets youth at risk.  Unfortunately, many young people in Mandurah and the Peel region are at risk.  It was 
crucial that the funding for this program came through, and I am pleased that the Premier, through that office, 
has recognised the importance of this program.  We are looking at ways that agencies that are involved with 
young people can continue this funding into the future.  The Street Net program is having great effect and is 
achieving great outcomes.  I strongly support that program. 
The Billy Dower Youth Centre in Mandurah is another initiative that has received strong support from this 
Government.  I was pleased to present a cheque for $200 000 from the Lotteries Commission that will go 
towards the renovation of that centre and the collocation at that centre of many of the youth services in the 
Mandurah-Peel region so that the interaction and networking between the agencies that are working with our 
young people can continue.   
Other youth agencies are continuing to make a great contribution to Mandurah.  I was very pleased to attend the 
Vietnam Veterans commemorative day in Mandurah on Sunday and see our young Army cadets, our Navy 
cadets from TS Mandurah, and our Air Force cadets, who, along with the Scouts, the Cubs and the Guides, are 
continuing to make a great contribution to the community and are great role models for other young people in 
our community by their presence and involvement.  When I refer to their presence, it is not just a token presence.  
They were there in large numbers and were very enthusiastic and proud to be part of that very important 
commemorative day in Mandurah.  I take my hat off to the parents and other people who are involved in working 
with those young people, because they are doing a tremendous job, along with the other young people in all the 
organisations that I have mentioned.  

Another project that I want to draw to the attention of the House - and other areas that have waterways may find 
this of interest and want to take it up as well - is a Rotary project called the sail into life program.  This Rotary 
project, which is run in partnership with the Disability Services Commission office in Mandurah and with 
community members who have put money towards it, builds modified sailing vessels for people who have 
disabilities or are disadvantaged and may not otherwise have the opportunity to go sailing.  I had the great 
privilege, along with the Minister for Community Development, Hon Sheila McHale, to be in Mandurah in May 
for the Mandurah fun day.  It was a real pleasure to go sailing against some of these more notable sailors.  
During that fun day I went scooting along.  I did not do very well, but I was ably coached by Mr Jamie Dunross, 
a Paralympic gold medallist, who is right behind this program.  One of the great things about it was a young 
fellow by the name of Aaron, who is only 11 years of age and has severe disabilities that prevent him from being 
very mobile.  That young fellow started sailing at 11.00 am on the day and was still there at 5.00 pm.  He did not 
want to stop.  It ignited a passion in him.  This sort of program - I am sure there are many others like it - needs to 
be supported, because if we can ignite passions in many of our young people who have a disability or are infirm 
in some way, we may be able to open a new outlook for them.  I take my hat off to Mr Jamie Dunross, because 
he is great role model for people with disabilities and a real go-getter; he is doing fantastic work.   

I also want to touch on volunteering, because as chair of the volunteering reference group I had the opportunity 
during the recess of going to a number of regional and rural areas around the State; we still have a few more to 
visit.  That gave me an opportunity as a member of Parliament to see how important volunteering is to many 
communities in our State.  I thank the minister for giving me that great opportunity to see across the spectrum of 
age, ability and experience just how many people in all of our communities, be they big or small, are giving their 
time willingly to assist their community.  That was a real eye opener.  It was a great pleasure to speak to these 
people about some of the issues they are facing, such as insurance, which is crucial, but also a range of other 
issues that they want to have encouraged and nurtured.  The aim of the reference group is to develop a compact 
for volunteering.  The crucial part of this process has been talking to volunteers.  I have met some fantastic 
people, such as a wonderful lady in Albany called Rosy, and some fantastic people in Geraldton and Kalgoorlie, 
some of whom are young people and many of whom are older people, who have told me about their experiences 
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as volunteers and what they think the Government should know and be reminded of so that volunteering 
continues into the future.  The feedback has been excellent, and I hope that when that compact is finally 
developed we will have a useful partnership that we can take into the future.   
There are a huge number of volunteers and volunteer groups in my community, but one group that epitomises the 
volunteering spirit is the Mandurah-Murray Mayday Club.  This group of ladies was established 27 years ago.  I 
had the great pleasure last Monday of hosting a morning tea for this group.  This is one of the classic volunteer 
groups that does things quietly.  These ladies do not seek attention; they do not go out and seek to blaze their 
name everywhere.  What they do, and what they have done brilliantly for 27 years, is show that they care about 
their community.  They see where the needs are and where they as a group can assist, and they just do it.  
Financially, the Mandurah-Murray Mayday Club is extremely prudent, and that is one of the reasons it has set 
itself up so well.  The club, which recycles clothing and household goods, now owns two premises outright - one 
in Davey St Mandurah, and one in Barragup.  Last year alone the club donated over $100 000 to the community.  
The bulk of that money went back into the Mandurah community where it was given to a range of individuals 
and groups, but some of it was donated to worthwhile institutions such as the King Edward Memorial Hospital 
For Women.  The club also donated $5 000 to Mandurah’s water rescue group to assist with the construction of 
its new building.  If the ladies from the club receive a letter about an issue they believe to be important, they will 
always donate money.  If the club donated $100 000 last year, I conservatively estimate that it has probably 
donated $1 million over the past 27 years.  I had morning tea with the ladies from the club - there were about 40 
of them - and it was fantastic.  I applaud them because they epitomise what it is to be volunteers and what it is to 
be great Australian women.   
I now turn to the issue of health, which is crucial in the Mandurah electorate.  I am pleased that the plans for the 
renal and day surgery extensions at the Peel Health Campus are well under way.  Construction will begin later 
this year and it will be operational in 2003.  This development is crucial, because it will expand the renal dialysis 
treatment so that more people can be treated in Mandurah, rather than having to travel to other places.  It also 
means that more operations appropriate for day surgery can take place.  The expansion was one of the 
Government’s commitments that has been funded and that will be delivered.  Other modifications will also take 
place to ensure the availability of more car parking space.  Anyone who has been to the Peel Health Campus 
knows it is difficult to get a car park.   
The Government also committed to vest the Ormsby Terrace community health buildings - which are owned by 
the Government - in the local council.  That is a crucial decision and it is important from a financial point of 
view because it is a $4 million vesting commitment.  In many respects, the City of Mandurah has been given a 
$4 million gift.  The building will allow the council to consolidate the civic and cultural precinct of Mandurah.   

To ensure the continuing provision of health services to the community, plans are currently being drawn to build 
a new community allied health centre on the Peel Health campus.  We will have to ensure that it is big enough to 
cope with the growth in the area, and, as the planning stage unfolds, I will press this point with both the planners 
and the minister.  It is an exciting example of the way the Government is working hard in the area of health in 
the Peel area so that its people have a quality health service.  Podiatry, speech therapy, physiotherapy and other 
important services will be located in the one place and, therefore, will be easily accessible.   

Mental health continues to be an issue of crucial importance in Mandurah, and it is an area in which we must 
work much harder.  I applaud the staff of Mandurah’s mental health team - who work tremendously hard - but 
there is no doubt that they need more resources.  Mental health is a real issue in not only my community but also 
other communities in Western Australia.  A recent report titled “Peel Away the Mask” revealed that there are 
growing economic and social concerns within the region.  Many such concerns are borne by an increasing 
number of people who seek assistance with mental health conditions.  We must do more in this area.   

I now turn to the issue of suicide, which is quite upsetting.  About two months ago, a young fellow came to my 
office to conduct an interview for a school project.  I am sorry to say that he is one of too many young people 
who have taken their own lives.  Too many of our young Australians are choosing to end their lives.  I agree with 
the Leader of the National Party that we have a collective responsibility to this issue.  We must all work together 
in partnership to address this issue, which is very distressing.  It is affecting too many of our families, and, 
unfortunately, Mandurah and the Peel region has one of the highest suicide rates.  That is also distressing.  We 
must find innovative ways to deal with this issue.  I am pleased to say that the Peel suicide prevention manual 
has been developed for the Peel region.  It is a three-part strategic plan with interagency protocol guidelines and 
resource information.  To ensure that this strategy has an effect, it must be resourced.  We must find a way to 
prevent such tragedies from continuing.   
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I consider it a privilege to be the elected member for Mandurah.  I will always consider it a privilege to represent 
a fine group of people, a growing population that has many needs and desires, and a region that is full of 
potential and opportunity.  I want to find the best way to unlock those opportunities so that our community 
grows and continues to preserve its unique lifestyle, which is what attracted many people to Mandurah in the 
first place.  We must also strive to build a more inclusive and tolerant community for the future.  I would like to 
see Mandurah’s indigenous people recognised for the contributions they have made to the community and for 
those that they can make.  They have not been properly recognised, and I want to find ways to enhance their 
continued involvement.   

As Chairman of the Community Development and Justice Standing Committee, I indicate that it has been a 
pleasure to be a part of a committee that has looked into an important element of Western Australia’s legislative 
deficiencies.  I refer to the issue of our emergency services.  I will not pre-empt the report, because the 
committee will report to the House in October.  However, it was a great experience to travel to the member for 
Pilbara’s electorate with the members for Perth and Joondalup.  We had the opportunity to visit the townships of 
Port Hedland, South Hedland and Karratha, where we gained a face-to-face understanding of the issues that 
affect the people in those areas.  There are many issues in that region which I am sure the member for Pilbara 
will bring to the attention of the House, as he has done on previous occasions.  We were able to meet with a 
number of community organisations and the local council about emergency services.  We were able to consider 
how the communities in those areas could prepare for cyclones.  Obviously, there are many other emergency 
situations for which all communities must be prepared.  I came away from that experience realising yet again the 
importance of valuing the volunteers in my own community.  I realised the importance of valuing those involved 
in our emergency services, be they the fire brigade, the volunteer fire brigade, the bush fire brigade, the State 
Emergency Service, the water rescue groups, and the like.  In times of crisis, although it is likely that paid staff 
from the Police Service and the fire brigade will be in attendance, we will continue to draw on the help of 
volunteers.  They must be supported, and the legislation that went through this House in the previous session is 
crucial.  As members of Parliament, we must be mindful of just how critical emergency service volunteers are 
and the crucial role they play in an emergency.   

I finish by saying that it also prompted me to talk to my local emergency management group and my district 
emergency management group, because those are the groups that come together in an emergency and plan for, 
respond to and recover after a crisis or an emergency situation.  All members of Parliament should be well aware 
of exactly what structures are in place, because in a changing and less certain world we can never be complacent 
in that respect.  I urge members to read the committee’s report, but more particularly to remind themselves just 
how crucial the role many emergency services volunteers play when an emergency situation occurs.  

MR L. GRAHAM (Pilbara) [8.20 pm]:  I start with the Iron Ore Processing (Mineralogy Pty. Ltd.) Agreement 
Bill that passed through this House last year.  There was some form of agreement betwixt the minister and me 
about the four points I raised during discussion on the Bill that I said the Government needed to address.  The 
first point was that in my view and the view of people in the north west, there should not be any more agreement 
Acts of that kind.  In that case I was referring to the rate exclusion provisions of that legislation.  The 
Government has since advised that only one more agreement Act is in the pipeline and it does not contain that 
sort of provision.  I guess we are as one as we could be on that.   

The second point I raised was that the Government needed to address itself to the historical damage that the rate 
exclusion clauses in agreement Acts have caused.  To date, we have nothing but an undertaking from the 
Government that it will look at that issue.  The third point I raised was the possible devolution of the functions 
and detailed decision-making powers of the agreement Acts to be devolved from the department in the city 
responsible for state development to the development commissions in the Pilbara, the north west or wherever 
those agreement Acts may have effect.  The Government said no to that, and I accept that.  I do not agree with it 
and will pursue it over coming years, but I accept that that is the Government’s position.  I do not think that 
position will stand the test of time.  The fourth point was the inclusion of local government in the processes 
when the processes of negotiating an agreement Act had an effect on the local government.  They are my words 
not the Government’s.  At Local Government Week, the parliamentary secretary advised that the minister and 
the department are developing a protocol.  In response to those four points, I got one no, one ignore, one yes and 
one maybe.  In the scheme of things, I guess we did not do too badly out of that.  I am quite happy that the 
Government has taken that on board and progressed it.  

Local Government Week was held recently.  Interestingly, the Government’s commitment to resources 
development took up part of the program, which was presented by the parliamentary secretary, Hon Ken Travers.  
He made a few points, the first of which was that the State receives $1.1 billion per annum in royalties from the 
mining and petroleum industries.  However, those two industries make up 70 per cent of the State’s exports.  
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They provide 18 per cent of the State’s employment and 30 per cent of Western Australia’s gross state product.  
Of course, not all of that comes out of the Pilbara and I do not claim that it does.  However, the parliamentary 
secretary outlined the Government’s position and what the Government calls its commitment to resources 
development.  It was full of statements such as that the Government is committed to optimising the significant 
potential of the resources sector as a world-class producer.  That is interesting, but there is really no role for 
government in that regard.  The mining industry and the resources sector operate in the world; they do not 
operate in Western Australia.  They are already world class.  In a number of industries, Western Australia is 
setting the standard in the world, and the world looks with great envy at the Western Australian hard rock and 
open-cut mining industries.  It looks to it for technical innovation, mine planning, environmental strategies and 
skilled work forces.  The world now heavily recruits from those skilled work forces in Western Australia.   

There was a lot of talk about the development of industries, and resource projects having to be in harmony with 
the community and all that sort of lovely stuff.  There was the obvious talk about regional development; that is, 
the $136 million that is being spent on the Burrup Peninsula by the State Government.  There was talk about 
reviews.  Then there was another little gem.  I was not at Local Government Week.  I asked for all the papers and 
I am reading from them.  However, I expected the Government to deal with the rate exclusion clauses for local 
government at Local Government Week, as it was set as a specific agenda item.  I looked with interest through 
the papers, one of which states that the Government is aware of local authorities’ concerns regarding state 
agreements and the minister is developing a protocol.  That is interesting, but it is not an answer.  It certainly is 
not “the” answer and it certainly does not address the concerns that have been raised in many forums by 
representatives of the north west.  The Government’s answer prior to the election was that the return of royalties 
would be dealt with by the $75 million regional infrastructure fund.  I will not, but I could, go through the 
$75 million regional infrastructure fund and do a balance sheet.  In that time the Government will receive 
$4 billion, of which about $3.2 billion will come from the Pilbara.  In its first three years in government it will 
have put $75 million back into the entire State because it delayed the implementation by a year to pay for its 
failed land tax proposals.  I do not seriously count that, and I know the Government does not like my saying that, 
because when the wind-back of the regional headworks fund, which is still being reviewed as I understand it, is 
added into that $75 million and when all the other programs that have been wound down are reviewed, regional 
Western Australia is probably the net loser in the $75 million fund.   

It is interesting that since this debate has recommenced - I am talking about the contemporary debate on regional 
development and royalties - the Government has announced projects that will result in between $80 million and 
$100 million in additional royalties going into the State Government’s coffers.  It leads one to a few views.  Why 
can the Government not find its way clear to deal with the question of royalties?  It will argue that it put 
$136 million into the Burrup.  That has to be accounted for in the equation.  That is a reasonable argument.  It is 
not regional development; it does not buy one extra schoolroom, put one extra hospital bed in place or create one 
inch of public road.  It is direct support to industry and a person can argue forever about whether that is a good 
thing to do.  Nonetheless, it has absolutely no effect away from the Burrup.  The next question is that of industry 
attraction.  How do we attract industry into the region?  It leads us inevitably to the $24 million that the State 
Government paid for facilities for Rio Tinto Ltd for it not to locate in regional Western Australia.  I stress that 
$24 million was paid to Rio Tinto not to locate in regional Western Australia.  Bolted onto that is $125 million 
of federal government assistance paid to one of the world’s biggest corporations.  I love the company dearly but 
it is not a welfare case.  The company does not need government assistance.  The Premier feels aggrieved when 
these things are raised because he thinks it is a good thing that we have managed to keep the HIsmelt proposal in 
Western Australia.  That is how he feels.  He thinks it is a good thing that the federal and State Governments 
have done because they have managed to keep HIsmelt Corporation Pty Ltd in Western Australia.  It is supposed 
to be located in Rockingham but I do not think it will be.  I do not think that HIsmelt will ever get off the ground 
in Rockingham as a full-scale plant.  It will never get past the environmental hurdles.  I think we have thrown 
away $24 million.   

Let me explain why the State Government should not have given that money to Rio Tinto.  It is a simple 
proposition and one that the Government clearly has not got its head around.  Rio Tinto does not have an option 
on where it will locate its steel plant; it has an agreement with the State Government.  The state government 
agreement is called the Iron Ore (Hamersley Range) Agreement Act.  As such, it is legislated.  It is one of the 
things we spoke at length about during the Mineralogy Pty Ltd debate in being binding on both parties.  Rio 
Tinto has a legal obligation to develop a steel mill in Western Australia.  In return for that commitment, it was 
given access to hundreds of billions of dollars worth of iron ore.  That was the agreement.  Whether I like such 
agreements does not matter.  It was an agreement freely entered into and legislated by this Parliament that put 
obligations on both parties.  Successive ministers in this House have always argued that they have honoured all 
obligations, as they should.  As far as I am aware, there has never been a case of sovereign risk, in which the 
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Crown has reneged on an agreement with a developer.  Hopefully, we will never see such a case.  However, 
agreements are two-way streets.  The Hamersley Iron Act clearly stipulates that there are obligations on the 
company, one of which is to embark on secondary processing.  The third obligation is recorded in clause 13 of 
the schedule to the Act, which states - 

The Company will in due course investigate the feasibility of establishing an integrated iron and steel 
industry within the said State and will from time to time review this matter with a view to its being in a 
position before the end of year 20 to submit to the Minister detailed proposals for such industry . . . 

That was signed in 1963.  In 1983, almost 20 years ago, Hamersley Iron had an obligation to have an integrated 
steel mill plan before the minister and to put it in place if approved by the minister.  I suspect that for 20 years 
successive ministers have been allowing Hamersley Iron not to proceed.  Otherwise, they are in breach of the 
agreement.  I could not countenance that Hamersley Iron would ever do such a thing; it is not possible that they 
would do that by oversight.  I know personally that from the very senior levels of that company down, it is very 
aware of its obligations.  For 20 years, ministers have been allowing that company not to honour its obligations.  
At the end of 20 years, I assume that it has fronted up and said, “If you do not give us a bucket of money we will 
take the project somewhere else.”  This Government fell for that and gave the company $24 million worth of 
facilities.  God only knows why the federal Government got involved.  It gave $125 million worth of taxpayers’ 
money to one of the world’s biggest corporations so it could honour its legal obligations.  It is absolutely 
extraordinary. 
Mr C.J. Barnett:  I doubt whether the federal Government was even aware of the obligation. 
Mr L. GRAHAM:  The Leader of the Opposition might be right.  It is $125 million that has been given to one of 
the world’s richest corporations to do what it is required to do at law.  It is bizarre.  It adds up to $149 million of 
taxpayers’ funds going into the coffers of a great company.  It is a good company; I have no axe to grind with 
Hamersley Iron.  However, I have an axe to grind with the Government and the federal Government for being 
silly enough to put nearly $150 million in the company’s coffers.  That amount is nearly 20 times what the local 
councils are asking for.  For what?  For them to fulfil their legal obligations.  The “Government” - not the Labor 
Government - took away the taxing powers of the local councils.  It is an absurd proposition.  In the agreement 
Act there is a provision for the Government or Hamersley Iron to take these matters to arbitration if either party 
feels that it is being treated harshly or that the other party is not doing the right thing.  To the best of my 
knowledge, the arbitration provision has never been triggered since 1963.  It is a bizarre proposition.  I have 
argued in this place for a long time that Governments should not fund private companies.  I have been here for 
almost 14 years and I have not seen one successful example.  All the ministers who have served in this place 
have argued with me that they made good deals.  I have not seen one that has not fallen over or backfired on the 
people who put in the money.  We can go through all the so-called WA Inc deals and the Kingstream Steel Ltd 
deal. 
Mr C.J. Barnett:  Kingstream did not cost the State one dollar. 
Mr L. GRAHAM:  No, but a lot of government money was spent to provide common use infrastructure facilities 
for something that is not there.  The Leader of the Opposition and I can have that debate another time.  I am 
making the point that it was put there for a company, as the lead company, and it did not do its half of the deal.  
That ended up costing taxpayers a bucket of money.  The Coflexip deal was similar; it fell over as soon as it 
wanted it to fall over.  There was a similar deal in Karratha 13 or 14 years ago; I have never seen one work.  I do 
not know why we do them. 
This speech is not to attack the Government; it started out being a speech about the north west.  However, the 
more I kept reading things and looking at things, the more these three major issues kept gnawing away at me and 
the thrust of the speech changed a bit.   
When I was overseas and still able to access the Internet, before Air Canada modified my computer for me, I 
found an article in The West Australian!  Air Canada makes Qantas look gentle!  The article of 5 August is 
headed “Gas casts doubt on Pilbara iron plant”.  It is written by Michael Southwell and reads - 

A $5.6 billion plan for an iron ore processing plant in the Pilbara has been hit with a demand for an 
extra $320 million to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.   

It is referring to the Iron Ore Processing (Mineralogy Pty Ltd) Agreement Bill 2002.  I hope - I intend to check - 
it is a misprint or that the Government has dealt with it.  A demand for $320 million of dead money at the front-
end of a project can kill it stone motherless dead.  No investor in the world will put money into it.  That is what 
is called a deal-breaker clause.  That is the sort of impost that is added to projects throughout the world to kill 
them.  It is based on the Environmental Protection Authority’s view of the project and is a consequence of the 
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1997 Kyoto Protocol, which has again become topical.  I say with great regret that, without doubt, my old party 
is clearly a captive of the Greens (WA).  The Government could have and should have instantly rejected that 
EPA plan.  If that were the plan, it should have lasted five minutes in public life.  It should have been knocked 
off, killed, put to death.  It should not have survived.  
I give credit to the Leader of the Opposition for being the first person in Western Australia to publicly alert this 
State to the dangers of the Kyoto Protocol.  The philosophy behind the Kyoto Protocol is good.  We all like the 
warm and fuzzy feeling it gives us; it is nice to talk about.  However, anyone who changes from a mining-
farming economy to a manufacturing-processing economy is bound by the protocol, and, undoubtedly, plants 
such as the one in question inevitably add to the greenhouse gas output.  I remember the ridicule the Leader of 
the Opposition received - very unfairly; and I was probably part of it - when he stood in this place and alerted 
Western Australia to the fact that if Australia ratified the Kyoto Protocol our next round of development would 
be stone motherless dead.  That protocol protects established and unhealthy industries.   
Mr A.D. McRae:  How can that be true if the current federal Minister for the Environment and Heritage is saying 
that Australia will reach its Kyoto targets? 
Mr L. GRAHAM:  I do not know; I am not working out the national targets.  However, it means that our projects 
for mineral processing will be knocked on the head. 
Mr A.D. McRae interjected. 
Mr L. GRAHAM:  A $320 million bond on an iron ore processing plant in the Pilbara will kill it stone 
motherless dead.  It will be dead money. 

Mr A.D. McRae interjected. 

Mr L. GRAHAM:  No, but the EPA is acting on the basis of the Kyoto Protocol even though it is unratified. 

Mr A.D. McRae interjected. 

Mr L. GRAHAM:  I am not; I am reading the report out of the paper.  I said I hoped that I was wrong.  If I am 
wrong, I would love the ministers responsible to stand in here and tell me I am wrong and that Clive Palmer and 
his Mineralogy group will not be hit with the $320 million bond and that the project will proceed. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  What will the bond be without Kyoto? 

Mr L. GRAHAM:  There has never been such a thing.  The financial implications are the same as a bank 
agreeing to lend me the money to build a five-bedroom, three-bathroom, two-storey house, when I will end up 
with only a three-bedroom brick bungalow in the suburbs.  What portion is $320 million of $5.6 billion?  Where 
is Mike Board when I need him; he is good at calculations.  

Mr B.K. Masters:  It is one-sixteenth. 

Mr L. GRAHAM:  One sixteenth of the cost of the project to be added to $5.6 billion is dead money.  It is money 
that is to be paid up front and that cannot be used for the project.  If a car salesman asked us to pay one-sixteenth 
of the money up front for a car and then said we could not have the car until whenever, we would not accept it.  
It is a nonsense proposal. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  The comparisons are nonsense. 

Mr L. GRAHAM:  If the comparisons are nonsense, I am happy to reject them.  I thought of them on my hoofs 
and if they are nonsense, we will deal with the facts.  The facts are that $5.6 billion is to be spent on a plant and 
there is an additional $320 million of which is dead money.  That is a huge amount of money. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  It is one-sixteenth.  

Mr L. GRAHAM:  As I said, I am hopeless at numbers; that is why I am in this position.  Everyone knows I 
cannot count.  If that $320 million were spent on a project, it would be the fifth or sixth biggest resource project 
in the State at present.  

Mr B.K. Masters:  Do you believe that greenhouse gases cause climate change? 

Mr L. GRAHAM:  That is not the argument.   

Mr B.K. Masters:  I am asking about the alternative. 

Mr L. GRAHAM:  The alternative is to enter into a protocol that allows industries to change and develop.  We 
should not enter into a protocol that stops people who wish to advance but that allows the dirty smoky industries 
to be retained.  The Kyoto Protocol allows the coal industry on the east coast to be sustained but penalises the 
gas industry on the west coast.  Nobody - except the member for Collie - could seriously argue that digging up 
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coal and using it in power stations is better than using gas.  That is the effect the Kyoto Protocol will have.  
These bond arrangements will kill industrial development. 

It is a significant issue.  I am amazed that it is has been allowed to stay in the public eye.  Surely the Government 
could have responded to that quickly and urgently. 
Mr C.J. Barnett:  It is a bit like the decision of Alcoa to abandon its Wagerup expansion.  It did not do anything 
about that either. 
Mr L. GRAHAM:  Yes; it is bizarre.   
I am pleased that the Premier will be holding a cabinet meeting and will attend a conference in Karratha next 
month.  It would be nice if the Premier provided an answer in his speeches to some of the matters that have been 
raised.  The Government has indicated that some principles are important in the debate about regional funds, 
including who allocates them and where they are spent.  One principle is that the Crown owns the minerals.  
That is self-evident; nobody would argue with that.  The second principle the Government espouses is that only 
the mineral-rich places will benefit.  I have spent considerable time in this place pointing out that the reverse is 
true.  In fact the three core areas of government responsibility in the north west - health, education, law and order 
- are now considered to be impediments to employment.  We are clearly not benefiting from the pot of money 
that is being developed in the region.  The third principle is that the funds should be distributed on a needs basis.  
I have given many speeches, and so have many other people, demonstrating clearly that that is nonsense.  When 
the Premier is in Karratha next month, he should be prepared to answer questions on the one issue: when is some 
of the money going to find its way to the Pilbara for the local governments that have a dearth of resources and 
for the delivery of government services into the region?  If the Premier does not do that, his trip will be a failure.   
MR B.K. MASTERS (Vasse) [8.50 pm]:  On Saturday last I had the very great privilege of being able to attend 
a seminar held by the WA branch of the Australian Water Association.  I commend the organisers of the 
function; it was well arranged, with very good speakers.  I commend two speakers in particular to members.  If 
members are interested in anything relating to the so-called water crisis affecting metropolitan Perth, I urge them 
to talk to Graham Hughes from the Water Corporation and Don McFarlane from the Water and Rivers 
Commission who are extremely knowledgeable about a wide range of issues involving water.  Many useful 
issues arose from that seminar, one of which was that as a community we need to challenge the belief that a 
higher quality of life must automatically mean a higher usage of water.  In fact, in many parts of the world a 
higher quality of life means that we can afford to use less water and therefore conserve it better.   

A second, strong message from the seminar is that there is a water bottom line for metropolitan Perth; that is, in a 
worst case scenario the solution to providing Perth with, essentially, unlimited quantities of water is desalination 
at a cost of around $1.25 per kilolitre.  That is roughly double the price that people are currently paying in the 
Perth metropolitan area and areas to the south.  In theory, it is an unlimited supply.  However, it has greenhouse 
gas implications because a certain amount of energy is needed to remove the fresh water from the salty water 
that is pumped out of the ocean.  Nonetheless, at $1.25 per kilolitre it is the ultimate long-term solution in terms 
of volume and quality.   

Two potential sources of water, which I believe need to have a bucket of cold water thrown on them - if 
members will excuse the pun - are, firstly, the Kimberley pipeline scheme which will deliver water for no less 
than $4.40 per kilolitre.  In other words, it would be three and a half times more expensive than desalinated 
water.  If we wanted to develop areas between Kimberley and Perth, that would mean bigger pipes, more pumps 
and more expenditure, so the cost could go well beyond $4.40 per kilolitre.  As I said in this place only last 
week, the other suggestion that needs to be knocked on the head is the use of domestic rainwater tanks in 
metropolitan Perth and in urban parts of the south west.  The water from domestic tanks will cost at least $5 per 
kilolitre, or some eight times more than the cost of water from current sources.   

In my electorate are a number of people from South Africa and Zimbabwe who have migrated to the south west 
of Western Australia.  I have been asked by a couple of those people to highlight the terrible situation that is 
affecting white farmers in Zimbabwe at present.  This is a very sensitive issue because I believe - I am not 
seeking a response or a debate on this issue - that President Mugabe is applying his own form of apartheid.  
Whether it is black against white or white against black, apartheid in any form is unacceptable.  I have received a 
couple of e-mails that I will briefly quote, so that members can get a rough idea of what life is like in Zimbabwe 
at the moment for white farmers who are being told to leave their farms.  The first e-mail is dated 26 June and 
reads -  
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It has become abundantly clear to me in the last few weeks that we are now in “The End Game” . . . The 
wanton destruction and lootings seems to not even get reported any longer, but it runs into around a 
trillion dollars or US$18 billion according to Eddie Cross - 

From the Commercial Farmers Union - 

when all things are considered.  This is three times Zimbabwe’s annual G.D.P. and US$3.4 billion more 
than the entire African continent received in foreign aid last year.   

. . . Due to the part-time nature and the inexperience of these “new farmers” - 

That is, the black farmers who are moving onto the farms owned by white farmers - 

they are doomed to fail. 

In the opinion of the author of this e-mail.  The e-mail continues - 

Thousands of hectares of irrigation schemes currently lie idle in a country where our people are 
beginning to starve.   

The latest stage in this “controlled revolution” passed while the dialogue goes on, is the enacting of a 
new law.  This states that after receiving an arbitrary bit of paper signed by the Minister of Agriculture, 
we have 45 days to completely wind down our operations and disperse all our livestock.   

. . . From the 8th August 2002 it will become illegal for us and our workers to live in our houses . . . 
Given the fact that more than 20% of the population of Zimbabwe live on white owned farms and that 
60% (and the number is growing every day) of these have received these arbitrary bits of paper, there 
are now in excess of 1 million people that stand to lose their homes and their livelihoods at the stroke of 
a pen!   

To give members an example of some of the activities that are impacting on white farmers in Zimbabwe, I quote 
further from the e-mail - 

On Sunday 2nd June 2002 Charles Anderson went back to his house with his family after being away 
for an hour.  The Permanent Secretary in the Ministry of Lands and Agriculture had managed to get this 
farm allocated to himself, and Charles Anderson was busy having to pack up.  He found that his house 
had been broken into, and when he went inside was shot in the head at close range by two men waiting 
for him with a loaded AK47 . . . He died on the spot.   

I will quote two passages about the media, in relation to whether the truth is being told in Zimbabwe and whether 
people understand what is happening.  The first reads - 

“The Herald” on June 5th 2002 carried a big article entitled “Let’s Embrace Communism - ideology a 
panacea for socio-economic ills”.  It stated “The achievements of this ideology is proof of its 
correctness”.  It said “ . . . (communism) must remain our guiding star forever”, and the writer called for 
“urgent unity on communism which we proclaimed as our goal two decades ago”.   

The e-mail continues - 

State media also had this to say “At the farms which are occupied by the Europeans, you who surround 
the farms, we ask you, children of Zimbabwe, to enter those farms.  Drive away or remove the louse 
which is biting you”.  And “We ask you to see that the Tobacco does not grow on the farms, that the 
factories do not continue to function.  Let them be closed.  If they can be burnt, burn them.  . . .  And 
“Kill many cattle... go to the farms and take the cattle, if you are not able to take them, hamstring 
them.”  These were put out by the Zambian broadcasting corporation through the Liberation Movement 
of the leaders of today in 1965.   

The author of the e-mail asks, “What has changed?”   

A second e-mail I received reads in part -   

Mugabe now has a ‘mandate’ to do as he pleases as he’s the ‘recognised, elected President’ . . . it’s a 
catastrophe which no-one should have to face.   

The e-mail continues - 

The offficial police position in Marondera now is that the farmers must vacate their farms with nothing 
- they are not allowed to take their farming equipment with them, or any movable assets, cattle, crops 
etc.  This is just open theft.  The Minister of Agriculture himself has made statements to the effect that 
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white farmers must leave with nothing, as the farm’s equipment and infrastructure must stay with the 
farm! 

. . .  

Waltondale and Lendy farms :, Guy Cartwright, Doug Cartwright and Raymond Cartwritght’s f arms 
were evicted with the assistance of the Army on Friday last week, apparently the farm house on 
Waltondale caught the eye of a Brigadier General who decided he would like to appropiate it.  This 
farm is not even listed yet, the farmer has not been able to extract his assets or his crops in the sheds or 
the lands.   

A terrible situation is facing not only the white farmers of Zimbabwe, but all Zimbabweans, black and white.  I 
wanted to use a few minutes of my Address-in-Reply contribution to make people in this place understand how 
dire the situation is.  Potentially, millions of people could starve, and many tens of thousand of people, black and 
white, could be displaced from their farms.  It is important that the Australian Government send a very strong 
message to President Robert Mugabe and the Zimbabwean Government for commonsense to prevail.  

In the few minutes I have left to me, I will speak of matters under the general heading of the state of the 
environment in Western Australia under the Gallop Labor Government.  Just this morning the Premier stood and 
gave a brief ministerial statement indicating that, on his recent overseas visit, he delivered the keynote address at 
the global linkage forum environmental conference at Hyogo in Japan.  He went on to say -  

I also attended the international global linkage forum and delivered the keynote address on the Western 
Australian Government’s environmental policies entitled “opportunities for sustainability in WA”.  At 
this conference seven Western Australian case studies were presented as examples of innovative 
environmental management. 

I wonder what those seven case studies are.  It just so happens that I have a copy of the Premier’s speech, given 
on 22 July in Japan.  Of those seven case studies, under the heading in the speech notes “achievements in 
environmental management”, five were commenced by previous Governments.  For example, the introduction 
into Parliament of historic environmental protection legislation, with wide ranging new powers and penalties to 
better manage the environment, was worked on initially by the Carmen Lawrence Government, and then by the 
Richard Court Government, and only now has it been brought into Parliament.  It still has not been passed, and 
has not even been debated to any significant degree, but is it an initiative of this Government?  I do not think so.  
A second environmental management achievement was commitment to the goal of zero waste to landfill by 2020 
and the preparation of innovative strategies and waste management legislation to achieve that.  That was an 
initiative of the Richard Court Government, and we have seen nothing of waste management legislation in this 
Parliament.  

Ms M.M. Quirk:  It is coming.  

Mr B.K. MASTERS:  Yes, and so is Christmas.  

A third achievement was the commencement of the process to nominate the Ningaloo Reef and Cape Range area 
as a world heritage area.  With respect to the Premier, that process commenced under the Minister for the 
Environment in the previous Government.  I am pleased that this Government is carrying it on, but it stretches 
the truth just a little to say it is an achievement of this Government.  The fourth environmental achievement 
listed is the continuation of the expansion of the internationally recognised western shield program, which is 
successfully bringing species back from the brink of extinction, and returning them to our national parks and 
nature reserves.  The initial planning for that program commenced under the Carmen Lawrence Government, and 
it was brought into effect in 1993 or 1994 by the Richard Court Government.  Once again the Premier has been 
gilding the lily very seriously.  The fifth of the five achievements listed is the building of a new world-class train 
system to reduce Perth’s reliance on the automobile and to improve access and mobility for all.  I give this 
Government credit for its determination in moving this project on, but to imply that this Government 
commenced the building of a new world-class train system, in the planning sense, clearly is not correct.  The 
northern suburbs line was begun by the Carmen Lawrence Government before the 1993 coalition election win.  
That coalition Government did a lot of planning for an alternative - 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  In eight years in office, the previous Government did not build one metre of new railway.  

Mr B.K. MASTERS:  I am not denying that, but for the Premier to call this an environmental management 
achievement of his Government is the greatest hypocrisy of all time.   

The Premier went to Japan at taxpayers’ expense and tried to claim achievements for his Government that were 
simply not true.  He and the Government should be ashamed of the fact that so far, only two of the seven issues 
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that the Premier talked about on 22 July in Japan can be credibly attached to the present Government.  I am 
happy to mention those.  Putting an end to the logging of our ancient forests and protecting them in new national 
parks is clearly an Australian Labor Party and Gallop Government initiative, and I have no hesitation in 
admitting that.  I also commend the Premier for establishing a sustainable energy development office to improve 
energy efficiency and stimulate the uptake of renewable energy such as wind and solar power.  Again, not a great 
deal has been done on the ground, but I admit that that is a worthwhile achievement of the Government.  I 
emphasise again that the Premier has a real cheek to steal five of those seven ideas from previous Governments - 
not all of them Liberal Governments.  

In assessing the environmental record of the Gallop Government, I refer members to a page that appeared in The 
West Australian very shortly after the 10 February election last year.  Many members will recognise this page, 
which is headed “Promises, Promises - Keeping the Bastards Honest Monitor”.  The subtitle reads -  

As promised The West asks you to cut this out and use it as a reference guide to keeping Labor honest.  

There are four dot points under the heading “Environment”.  The first reads - 

Preserve 99 per cent of WA’s old growth forest by creating 20 new reserves and parks.  

I give the Government a tick for that one.  The second dot point reads -  

Promote ecotourism by creating more national parks in WA and getting more pristine areas on to the 
World Heritage register.  Will also create a marine park between Cape Leeuwin and Cape Naturaliste.  

That is a two-part dot point.  To date, this Government has not done a great deal to promote ecotourism in 
general.  The extra national parks it has committed to are overwhelmingly derived from its decision to stop the 
logging of old growth forests.  That initiative should be rolled into the first dot point under environment.  The 
marine park mentioned has been planned for so many years that I have lost count.  It certainly was not an 
initiative of this Government, and to date nothing has been done on the ground to put it into effect.  The third dot 
point reads - 

Block a 690 lot residential and holiday unit development at Smiths Beach south of Yallingup. 

Nothing has happened on the ground as yet, but nothing has happened in this Parliament to make absolutely sure 
that the Smiths Beach development does not proceed.  Every political party, to my understanding, made the 
commitment at the last election not to allow the Smiths Beach development to proceed. 

Mr P.G. Pendal:  Even non-political parties. 

Mr B.K. MASTERS:  I am not quite sure what the member for South Perth means by that.  Nonetheless, there 
was no way in the world that development would proceed.  Therefore, the Government should not accept a lot of 
pats on the back for that commitment.   

The fourth dot point of this page of The West Australian reads - 

Extra $10 million to fight against salinity by establishing pilot engineering projects to investigate 
different drainage techniques and establish six demonstration catchment areas. 

I hope to be debating the salinity issue in a broader way either later tonight or at some time tomorrow.  I am not 
convinced that the $10 million to establish pilot engineering projects has been put forward.  I certainly believe 
there is a commitment for further demonstration catchment assessments, but again I cannot tell members what 
has happened on the ground with that commitment.  Not a great deal is happening.  Of those promises made by 
the Labor Party in the lead-up to the last election, at best the Government scores with about two of the four dot 
points, so it is barely a pass. 

The Leader of the House put out a media statement dated 30 June of this year.  He tried to give people the 
impression that the Gallop Government had had a very productive 12-months in this House.  He lists 14 or 15 
pieces of significant legislation about which he says major legislative reforms were achieved.  Not one of them 
has any relevance to the environment as set out in this document.  To the suggestion that this Government has 
any real credentials beyond its decision to stop the logging of old-growth forests, I respond that one can fool all 
of the people some of the time, some of the people all of the time, but people on this side of the House, none of 
the time. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  I find that an extraordinary comment given that you were a member of a bipartisan committee 
which undertook one of the most detailed inquiries into a serious environmental disaster and which developed a 
series of options.   
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Mr B.K. MASTERS:  That is a parliamentary achievement, not a government achievement. 

Mr A.D. McRae:  The matter was referred to that committee by the Minister for the Environment. 

Mr B.K. MASTERS:  Yes, but it was not a legislative achievement.  The member is stretching our imagination a 
little bit.  It does not crack a mention in this list of major legislative reforms published in the media release by 
the Leader of the House.  It is an achievement, but regardless of who won the election on 10 February, I am sure 
a very detailed investigation of the Bellevue fire would have been carried out once just how significant it was 
became obvious. 

I will refer to some reasonably independent people for an assessment of just how well this Labor Government is 
progressing with its green achievements.  The West Australian of Thursday, 6 June on World Environment Day 
had an article headed “Green credentials under fire”, which states - 

The WA environment is being held hostage to the State’s AAA credit rating, according to WA 
Conservation Council convenor Rachel Siewert. 

. . . they - 

Meaning the Government - 

have left the door open for a new coal-fired power station when these are notorious for greenhouse gas 
emissions.   

“Other countries are already laughing at us for persisting with outdated, environmentally harmful 
infrastructure like this.”  . . .  

On the minus side . . . funding for the State’s environment watchdog, the Department of Environmental 
Protection, had been cut.  

The Conservation Council is not overly happy with this Government.  Another reasonably independent assessor 
wrote in the Sunday Times of 9 June of this year.  Paul Murray is a well-known moderate!  He wrote a column 
which states in part - 

Just how green is Geoff Gallop’s valley? 

. . .  

Mr Court was caught between the Liberals for Forests - who really weren’t Liberals at all - and the 
established environmental credentials of the Greens and the Democrats nibbling at disenchanted 
swinging voters.   

Labor had to look green to suck in the preferences and win.  And it did. 

. . .  

In Government, the sucker ball is the Premier’s “green-as-grass” sustainability policy, being flogged at 
the same time as he is tying the Kwinana strip to a “brown-as-bulldust” steel mill and Collie to at least 
new “not-green-in-a-fit” coal-fired power station.   

. . .  

Just over two months later, the Gallop Government approved Rio Tinto’s $400 million HIsmelt pig iron 
plant at Kwinana.  That plant will provide only 65 fulltime jobs at its start-up capacity of 800,000 
tonnes a year, which is hardly an economic boom.  But if the plant can double its capacity, Rio Tinto 
wants to build a steel mill on the site.  And that was always the very best reason for siting the pig iron 
plant somewhere else. 

We have the member for Pilbara saying words very much to that effect.  
Mr M.P. Murray:  Did you read Paul Murray’s further comments made about one and a half months later, in 
which he contradicted quite a few of those statements? 
Mr B.K. MASTERS:  Did the member for Murray get to him and twist his arm? 
Mr M.P. Murray:  I did!   
Mr B.K. MASTERS:  It continues - 

So the Premier who doesn’t want to “borrow heavily from the future” has now included in Perth a 
suburban steel mill in the path of our prevailing winds. . .  

“This Government is going for growth,” Mr Ripper said. 
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Which is fine.  Many people want that. 

It just isn’t the tree-hugging Labor Government that sold out honest timber workers in return for “I’m-
green-and-I-don’t-care” middle-class votes. 

Finally, to give one example of how the wheels have fallen off the Government’s environmental train, I have a 
letter delivered to the Busselton Naturalist Club and signed by 17 people from the Department of Conservation 
and Land Management.  I hope that as a result of reading this letter I will not be putting any of them at any risk 
of retribution.  It was written by volunteers who were working at the Western Australian Herbarium.  I think that 
everyone understands the biodiversity of Western Australia, particularly that of south-west Western Australia, 
which is extreme.  It is one of only 25 biological diversity hotspots in the world.  To understand what the State’s 
biological diversity is all about, we need to understand what species are present.  A few years ago, I think under 
the Richard Court Government but it may have been a little earlier, the Department of Conservation and Land 
Management started a regional community herbaria volunteer program.  Under the program people in the 
community go to areas of bushland and collect plant species, press them and protect them in a way so that they 
do not deteriorate, and then send them off to the Western Australian Herbarium for checking of identification.  
The letter states - 

Your participation has contributed 18,142 high quality vouchers to both the State and Regional 
collections.  These include the following numbers of Priority and Rare species: - P1 -98; P2 - 187; P3 - 
346; P4 - 144; R - 102.  In addition about 15 new species as yet unnamed have been sent to specialist 
botanists.  

We all want to continue to identify your vouchers.  Unfortunately our identification cannot be verified 
and your specimens cannot be databased until we have more funding.  . . .  

The serious lack of herbarium specimen space at the Western Australian Herbarium also means the 
vouchers cannot be incorporated into the collection or stored on the premises.   

The letter goes on to say to the volunteers who are giving their time free of charge that if they want more plants 
to be identified they have to raise the money for the work to be done, and in the interim they have to store their 
vouchers in their fridge.  This is just one example of how this Government has failed the environment in Western 
Australia.   

MR J.J.M. BOWLER (Eyre) [9.20 pm]:  Madam Deputy Speaker -  

Mr P.G. Pendal:  Will you be as brief as you were in your speech last time?   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  I might even repeat that speech. 

Mr P.G. Pendal:  It was a very good one! 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  My best!   

Mr P.G. Pendal:  It was Churchillian! 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  Actually, I got my maiden speech out earlier tonight and I had intended just to go over it, 
but after listening to the member for Southern River I thought I had better talk about something of significance.   

Mr B.K. Masters:  I thought after listening to me you would have been convinced! 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  No.  He inspired me, particularly because when I read through my maiden speech I was 
amazed at how personal and emotive it was.  I know it took a fair bit of work to hold back the tears, with my 
family in the gallery.  

Mr A.D. McRae:  I was the same.   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  A few of us howled. 

Ms J.A. Radisich:  So we are cry babies!  There is nothing wrong with that! 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  I just managed to hold back.  In that speech I spoke about some election promises.  I have 
to say something I should not really be saying today, but the Premier is not here so I am at liberty to talk about it.  
At the first caucus meeting, there were many new members, and we were all very nervous -   

Mr M.P. Murray interjected. 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  The member for Collie was not there!  He had not been elected then!  He had not even 
been born then!  I remember that the first thing the Premier said was that everything he says in here stays in here, 
and we should not repeat it.  I suppose I have broken his first golden rule, because I have repeated that.   
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Mr P.G. Pendal:  You will be finished! 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  I am finished!  The second thing he said - I am about to break the rule twice in the same 
day - is that we want to be remembered as a Government that keeps its promises.  I thought that was great.  He 
made the point that every Government comes in determined to keep its promises, but how many really do?  We 
will be that first Government. 

Mr B.K. Masters:  Bad luck!  You have already failed! 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  In general terms I think we have done the best job of any modern Government in Western 
Australia, so when we go to the people in two and a half years we can say this is what we promised last time and 
this is what we will promise next time, and the people will believe us. 

Mr M.J. Birney:  Does that include taxes and charges? 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  Everything.  I made some promises in my maiden speech.  I talked about trying to develop 
a new recreation centre in Kambalda.  Last Friday I had a meeting with the Shire of Coolgardie to address that 
matter.  I talked about a safe house for women in Laverton.  Funding is in place for that, and there will be 
another meeting in Laverton next Wednesday to deal with that matter.  I promised a swimming pool in Leonora.  
The Leonora Shire Council at that time was opposed to having a public swimming pool.  It is probably the only 
shire in my area that has been opposed historically.  Having made the promise that I would get the funding if it 
decided that it would have a pool, it is gradually coming around, and I expect that by the next budget the Shire of 
Leonora will support having a swimming pool in Leonora.  Once again, the funding will be there.  Another 
promise was a new community centre in Norseman and improved youth facilities in Kalgoorlie-Boulder.  Once 
again, the promise has been kept, and the last budget included provision for that.  Another provision in both the 
first and second Gallop budgets for the goldfields was to extend country incentives to the Kalgoorlie-Boulder 
and the Kambalda and Coolgardie Police Stations.  That was $2 million last year - a considerable sum - and 
again this year, and it will be there again in the next two budgets, so it will be $8 million over the life of this 
Government.  That means we will have an additional 10 police officers in Kalgoorlie-Boulder alone.   

Mr R.F. Johnson:  They have been taken out of the Joondalup area. 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  I do not care where they are taken from, so long as they are brought into my electorate.  

Mr R.F. Johnson:  I was listening to you from my office and I thought I heard you say that the Gallop 
Government is great because it has kept its election promises.   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  Exactly.   

Mr R.F. Johnson:  How do you reconcile the premium property tax with the promise that you would not 
introduce any new taxes and charges?  That is what your Premier said.   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  We did not promise to do it, and in the end we did not do it.  Am I right?   

Mr R.F. Johnson:  You were dragged kicking and screaming!   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  We did not do it.  In the end we kept our promise.   

Mr R.F. Johnson:  You wanted to do it.  You also promised that you would not increase taxes and charges.  What 
have you done with land tax? 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  We promised to keep increases to the rate of inflation, and that is what we have done.   

Mr P.B. Watson interjected. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  He is my friend too!  

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  Everyone is his friend.   

Law and order is big in the goldfields.  The opposition spokesman for police will want to hear this, because 
something that is close to his heart and something that we have both called for is a canine unit for the goldfields.  
That was not even in our election promises, but I assure members that by the end of this term of government we 
will have a canine unit in Kalgoorlie-Boulder.  

Mr R.F. Johnson:  You will have a dog!  

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  I think we will have two dogs. 

One thing that did not cost anything in the budget and one thing that I did not promise in my maiden speech but I 
am very proud to say I voted for is gay and lesbian reform. 
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Mr M.J. Birney:  That is a bit dangerous in Kalgoorlie!  

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  I am glad the member for Kalgoorlie said that is a bit dangerous in Kalgoorlie.  There may 
still be a few homophobics up there -  

Mr M.J. Birney:  It has nothing to do with homophobics.  It has to do with children.  

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  All I can say is that after you, Madam Deputy Speaker, took me to the Freedom Centre 
near the Sunday Times office, I felt proud to be part of the Government that passed that legislation.  I did not 
include that matter in my maiden speech, because, like the member for Kalgoorlie, I am not saying I was 
ashamed of it, but it was something I was a bit scared of.  I thought Kalgoorlie is a country electorate and I 
would not be that popular with the people there.  However, after looking into the matter more closely when the 
legislation came on and after listening to the debate, in the end I was totally convinced in my heart that we were 
doing the right thing.  I am very proud that I took part in that debate and voted with the Government to end 
discrimination in Western Australia on those grounds.   

Mr R.F. Johnson:  You did not have much option, did you?  You had to vote for it.  You are not allowed to cross 
the floor. 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  I have tried to be honest.  I have admitted that I was not ashamed but was a bit worried 
about that legislation when it first came into the House, but by the time that Bill was passed I was totally 
committed.  The way the member for Hillarys carried on during that debate one would think the world was about 
to end.  Can the member for Hillarys tell me what day it came in?  Has anything changed?  Nothing has changed. 

Mr P.G. Pendal:  Why would that be?  

Ms J.A. Radisich:  It has changed dramatically. 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  Exactly.  There may be a few more young boys and girls alive in our community today 
who may have suicided if that legislation had not come in.  Over the coming years, that definitely will be the 
case.  I am proud of the fact that I had the guts to get up and admit that I was a bit ashamed, but that was before I 
took part in that debate and learnt all about it.   

Another thing that I did not raise in my maiden speech was the problems in the suburb of Adeline in Kalgoorlie.  
That was because I had expected Megan Anwyl to still be the member for Kalgoorlie, and Adeline is in what was 
her electorate.  I know the member for Kalgoorlie has done a lot of work for the people in Adeline, which is in 
his electorate, not mine, but being a so-called government representative for the goldfields I am pleased to say I 
have been able to encourage Homeswest and other government departments to take a more proactive role and to 
do at Adeline what the Liberal Government promised to do but did not deliver.  Adeline was a Homeswest 
housing subdivision in the 1970s.  Gradually the numbers have been reduced, but 46 per cent of those who live 
in the suburbs are still Homeswest tenants.  The Government has committed to reduce the number from 46 per 
cent to 20 per cent.  It is my aim in the next term of the Gallop Government to have that figure reduced to the 
state average, which is between 10 and 11 per cent.  Adeline is a disaster, and I suspect, without having gone 
through Balga and other parts of the State -  

Mr P.G. Pendal interjected. 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  I do not know what the bad ones are in the metropolitan area.  I doubt they are worse than 
Adeline.   

Mr P.G. Pendal interjected.   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  Is it? 

Mr P.G. Pendal interjected.   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  Is it still higher than 46 per cent?   

Mr P.G. Pendal:  Not now.   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  Adeline was built under the Radburn system, whereby the streets are at the back and the 
walkways are at the front of the houses.  It sounded idyllic.  People thought that it would work and that they 
would live in harmony.  In reality, it was a total disaster.  The Radburn system was used in a housing 
subdivision.  The socioeconomic aspect of Adeline means the people in that area are in a living hell.  The 
previous Government made a commitment to spend a couple million dollars to do it up.  However, I doubt that 
more than $200 000 was spent during the three to four years.  I do not know where the promised money went.  I 
damn well hope that this Government does not do the same thing by making promises that it does not live up to.  
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The member for Kalgoorlie and I will keep Homeswest and other government departments on notice to ensure 
that this Government, unlike the previous Government, keeps its commitment.   

I have also called on Western Power to lay underground power throughout Adeline.  One of the problems faced 
by the residents is that on Thursday night jaunts some youths throw copper wires over the powerlines and cause 
blackouts.  This creates hell in a subdivision, with the damage it does to electrical goods.  The electorate of the 
member for South Perth has underground power, and I would like that to be provided in Adeline.  If underground 
power cannot be provided -  

Mr P.G. Pendal:  It would probably make no difference.   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  The member will probably get everything, so he is just a lucky man.   

If underground power cannot be provided, at least the area should have cabling to prevent the vandals causing 
problems on an almost weekly basis.   

Mr M.J. Birney:  Member for Eyre, I have a received a commitment from Western Power that it will insulate the 
rest of the powerlines in next year’s budget.   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  That is a step in the right direction.   

Another subject I failed to mention in my maiden speech was the golf course, which has caused some 
consternation among even some of my colleagues.   

Mr P.G. Pendal:  The Doug Shave golf course.   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  I will come back to that.  Thank God for members of the National Party because if ever 
we needed some nice little electoral advantages, they gave it all to us when they criticised the Labor Party.  
Fancy spending money in country areas!  Fancy improving facilities in Kalgoorlie and Albany!  The attitude of 
the National Party was, “We are the country party; don’t come and spend any money in the country because that 
is what we didn’t do in our term in government.  We just kowtowed to the Liberals, had our 10 ministerial cars 
and took the perks of government.”  Members of the National Party did not shut up or buck the system once. 

I did not mention the golf course in my maiden speech, as the member for South Perth said, because I, like most 
other members, thought that the previous member for Alfred Cove had laid the groundwork.  After we assumed 
government, we thought it would be business as usual and that the golf course would be built.  I had a rude shock 
one day when I was called into a meeting with the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure.  She basically 
informed me that the money was not available, and that hollow promises had been made.  I admit that $3 million 
had been allocated, of which $1 million had already been spent although there was nothing to show for it.  
However, other than that, the $16 million project was swinging in the air.  Following a lot of cajoling and hard 
work by the minister and a lot of lobbying from people in the Labor Party, we were able to swing the decision.  I 
was very proud on the day we travelled to Kalgoorlie and announced that our Government would continue the 
work started by the previous Government, about which many hollow promises had been made.   

Mr P.G. Pendal:  Do you not feel it is a bit bourgeois for a Labor Government?   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  Some people have said that, and even some members of the Labor Party.  The member for 
Kalgoorlie will support me when I say that it is not just a golf course.  In the goldfields there are plenty of jobs; 
there is no doubt about that.  In almost every other electorate, people are chasing jobs and trying to create more 
jobs.  My electorate has the jobs, but people are employed on a fly in, fly out arrangement.  We want the people 
who already have jobs in the goldfields to live there and to move their families there.  The only way to get them 
to do that is to improve the quality of life.  That means better education, law and order and facilities.  It also 
means a grass golf course - that is the reality.  Quite apart from that aspect, it will also be a big tourist attraction.  
Tourism is a great cushion for the mining industry, which has very big highs and lows.  A good tourism industry 
and a good base load will mean that the goldfields economy is much more stable.   

Mr F.M. Logan:  Working class people play golf.   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  Exactly.  I even play golf myself, although very poorly.  The reality is that most of those 
who play golf in the goldfields are just working class people, as the member for Cockburn stated.   

Mr P.G. Pendal interjected.   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  It must be recognised that for almost a decade the Department of Land Administration had 
been telling two of the golf clubs in the goldfields that they should not improve their golf courses because, once 
it had sorted out native title and a number of other issues, it would acquire the land.  DOLA said that was the 
sensible way to develop the northern aspect of Kalgoorlie, and that it would build a new golf course to the west.  
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For almost a decade the two clubs sat on their hands and were continually fed such promises, which were started 
by the previous Labor Government, continued during the Court Government and then inherited by this 
Government.  That was the great promise.  The reality is that DOLA, through LandCorp, still wants the land on 
which the existing golf courses are situated for future residential development.  It is the best way to develop the 
northern part of Kalgoorlie-Boulder, and no doubt those blocks will prove very popular.  There have been some 
growth spurts in the goldfields in the past 15 years, and the problem is that every time that happens there are 
massive land shortages.  Land prices increase, but when land is again available, the prices drop and people get 
burnt.  In addition to building a golf course, we want to create a land bank to avoid land shortages in the future 
and to provide stability in prices and some certainty and confidence in the goldfields economy.  That has not 
been happening because of the problems with growth spurts, gluts and highs and lows.   

I noticed when I read through my maiden speech this evening that another thing I did not promise was that our 
Government would fund a new Prospector train.  I did not make that promise because as a journalist in the 
goldfields - my voice is really going.  Does the member for Kalgoorlie have a couple of Disprin or something 
like that?  

Several members interjected. 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  Exactly.  I will put that one aside.  I did not promise a new Prospector train because the 
previous Government had made almost an art form of that promise.  Every two years it announced it would give 
the goldfields a new Prospector train; it started off by promising $10 million, then $12 million, and with 
inflation it kept increasing.  It said it would spend $10 million on a new Prospector train to replace the ageing 
Prospector railcars.  A couple of years later it made the big announcement again.  Then a couple of years later it 
made the big announcement yet again.  It continued making the announcement.  I was a bit worried and did not 
make any promises in my maiden speech that we would get the new Prospector train, but I am glad that an 
allocation was made in this year’s budget and, hopefully, in a year’s time I will be travelling on the new rail 
carriages between Kalgoorlie and Perth. 

Mr M.J. Birney:  You might be able to get a photo of you smashing the bottle of champagne on the front of the 
paper in time for the next election.   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  It may be a wonderful way to announce that I will run at the next election.  I have talked 
about a number of issues, which, without being too critical of the previous Government, were promised but not 
completed.  It started a couple of them but, as I said in my mini-budget speech, the Liberal Government 
promised a number of things and broke its promises.  I praise the Leader of the Opposition for one education 
promise that was kept by the previous Government.  What the Leader of the Opposition did as Minister for 
Education has been a great success; that is, the Eastern Goldfields Senior High School campus was split into 
two, with a senior campus at Curtin University of Technology in Kalgoorlie.  This model will become the norm 
throughout Western Australia.  In the first two years that the years 11 and 12 students attended the university 
campus and not the junior campus, the standard of pass of students doing their tertiary entrance examination 
escalated fantastically.  I know that in the past a number of parents in the goldfields would not have thought 
twice about sending their kids to Perth.  Of course, once the kids move, the parents invariably follow.  Then they 
tend more towards fly in, fly out arrangements and they play their golf in Perth.  Because of the improved 
facilities and the improvement in the performance of the upper school section at the Curtin University campus, I 
believe that more parents will stay in the goldfields.  I commend this model to all members of Parliament.  If 
members have high schools in their electorates that are not performing very well and there is a university campus 
in the area, they should encourage the high school to look at splitting the upper school sections.  If members 
want a tour of the goldfields, I will be only too pleased to help if they want to look at the facilities and see how 
the system works.  It seems to work in the goldfields and I think it will work elsewhere in the State.   

I am very proud of the fact that the Gallop Government has kept its promises.  The few promises that have not 
been kept will be kept in the next two and a half years -  

Mr R.F. Johnson:  He said that your Government will be open, accountable and transparent.  When is that going 
to come into play? 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  That started on 11 February last year.   

It is a pity that the Leader of the Opposition was not in the Chamber a moment ago, because I praised him for the 
work he did with the Eastern Goldfields Senior High School.  I said that it has been an outstanding success.  I 
would like to see it become the model for future similar campuses throughout the State.   

As I said in my speech on the budget, the basic difference between this Government and the previous 
Government is that the previous Government promised and this Government has delivered.  
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MR A.D. McRAE (Riverton) [9.42 pm]:  In my contribution to the Address-in-Reply I will record some of the 
progress that has been made in schools in my electorate, some of the difficulties that are being experienced with 
the development of a better freight transport network, and some of the debate that is taking place about other 
issues at a broader level, including native title, which have been raised in the public arena today.   

The Gallop Labor Government came to power with a clear priority set on education.  It is true to say that there 
was declining confidence in our public schools.  For about eight or nine years there had been a continuing 
decline in retention rates - that is, completion rates through to year 12 - in our state education system. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Do you have any idea how to measure retention? 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  I do, yes.  I am going by the nationally published figures agreed by the national education 
ministers council.  Is the Leader of the Opposition disputing them in some way? 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  They do not include the transition to the technical and further education sector.  

Mr A.D. McRAE:  Is the Leader of the Opposition suggesting that there has not been a decline in retention rates? 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  I am suggesting that participation in education has gone up.   

Mr A.D. McRAE:  I just made the point that there had been a decline in the completion rates of secondary school 
students. 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Because increasing numbers are transferring into the TAFE sector.  Overall participation in 
education and training is going up.  It is not measured properly.   

Mr A.D. McRAE:  It is interesting that the Leader of the Opposition has offered that as an explanation, because 
in yesterday’s The Australian Financial Review is a report by the federal training minister, which was tabled in 
the national Parliament today, acknowledging that completion rates in apprenticeships and what the federal 
Government terms new apprenticeships - that is, traineeships - have not resulted in the sort of increase that we 
were led to believe might result.  There is a growing gap between the number of starts for apprenticeships and 
new apprenticeships under the federal Government’s managed system and the completion rates for those 
registered training schemes, and there is an increasing failure to complete even those schemes.  The Leader of 
the Opposition’s attempt to explain why Western Australia has experienced one of the highest rates of non-
completion and one of the highest rates of declining retention rates in secondary schooling does not stand up 
against the facts that have been released nationally in the past few days.   

With that background, this Government has clearly had a challenge before it.  I do not say that everything that 
the previous Government did was wrong.  I am not here to bag it or to say that it was a complete and utter 
failure.  However, I am saying that clearly there was a decline in confidence in education and in the effort that 
the community was putting into its schooling system, and it needed re-energising.  There is no question in my 
mind about that.  There is no question in my mind that that was one of the primary reasons for the election of the 
Labor Government, because people give us a very high degree of credibility on education.  The results of that 
effort over the past 18 months is that as we move into the 2002-03 budget year, the education budget is now in 
excess of $2.2 billion.  That is a record in real dollar terms for this State.  A record proportion of the state budget 
is being allocated to state education.   

The children in my electorate of Riverton attend three major state high schools - Rossmoyne, Willetton and 
Lynwood Senior High Schools - as well as the range of primary schools that act as feeder schools to those high 
schools.  Those three high schools have a combined population in excess of 4 500 students. 

Mr M.J. Birney:  Do you live in that electorate?   

Mr A.D. McRAE:  No, I do not. 

Mr M.J. Birney:  So how do you know what goes on? 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  Because I probably spend more time in my electorate than the member for Kalgoorlie spends 
in his. 

Mr M.J. Birney:  At least I live in mine.   

Mr A.D. McRAE:  Is that right? 

Mr M.J. Birney:  Why don’t you move into your own electorate? 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  What about the house that the member has put a bid on?  Was his offer accepted? 

Mr M.J. Birney:  Which offer?   
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Mr A.D. McRAE:  The offer that he made on that house. 

Mr M.J. Birney:  I have never made an offer on a house in Perth.   

Mr A.D. McRAE:  Where did he make an offer? 

Mr M.J. Birney:  In Kalgoorlie.  I own a few properties if that helps you.   

Mr A.D. McRAE:  No, that is not what I understand.  I am interested to hear the member put that on the record.   

The State Government now has allocated $118 million to reduce class sizes and more than $185 million to fix 
the mess that was left with information technology in schools.  Indeed, a large number of the schools in my 
electorate, an urban electorate in which people would think the infrastructure would be readily available, simply 
could not turn on their computers because the power points were not available.   

The sad event that preceded our coming to power was a decline in confidence in education.  The people in the 
community that I am pleased and proud to represent consistently say to me that they recognise that we have 
made considerable gains in and have improved the education system.   

At Rossmoyne Senior High School - I have raised this in debate on the past couple of budgets - there has been 
concern about the allocation and use of the $2 million that was allocated from the sale of AlintaGas for the 
construction of a performing arts centre.  The school community has repeatedly told me and the member for 
Murdoch, who also represents the area, that the $2 million allocated from the sale of AlintaGas was marginal in 
its being able to deliver the outcomes necessary for the performing arts centre.  It may interest members to know 
that I have worked continually with the Minister for Education and the school community to find ways of value 
adding to the $2 million from the AlintaGas sale, including new access to the school from Karel Avenue.  This 
would reconfigure the school in such a way that additional expense would be minimised because the location for 
the proposed arts centre does not fit the current configuration.   

Similarly, Willetton Senior High School has experienced fairly substantial overcrowding.  That has been 
alleviated to some extent by the construction of Canning Vale High School.  It is true that the school is so large 
that it will, for some time, experience serious pressures on its accommodation.  The arts, physics, languages and 
sports programs at Willetton Senior High School are outstanding.  Only last night I attended the Perth rock 
eisteddfod, which was sponsored by a local FM radio station.  Other schools, including Como Senior High 
School, Eastern Hills Senior High School and a school from Manjimup, also competed.  Willetton Senior High 
School gave an extraordinary performance in the eisteddfod; I would describe it as a post-modern industrial 
commentary on performance and school life. 

Mr T.K. Waldron interjected. 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  If the member had stayed in his house in Willetton he might know.   

The great thing is that I was the only member of Parliament who attended.  I had a great time supporting those 
kids and the young people of our State as they put on an extraordinary performance of creativity, energy, dance, 
music and theatre.  I thoroughly enjoyed the experience and I congratulate Willetton Senior High School parents, 
staff and students involved in the presentation.   

Lynwood Senior High School is the third school in the trifecta.  Some years ago the school did not enjoy a good 
reputation as a school of achievement.  The staff, students and school community have worked extraordinarily 
hard and I am proud to say that they can hold their heads very high.  In many ways, they represent the 
turnaround in the state school system.  The staff, students and parents of that school community have 
demonstrated that the objectives of education and learning and the development of potential in young people can 
be nourished and nurtured in a school that has not been regarded previously as a community ideal.  I commend 
the community for doing that; it is seen as being able to balance the needs and aspirations of students who want 
to study TEE subjects or vocational education.  The combination of academically directed studies and vocational 
education for high school students must be a priority as the education system in the State goes forward.  I am 
very pleased to have made a contribution in the past year through work I have done with the Minister for 
Consumer and Employment Protection. 

I shall talk briefly about a number of matters affecting primary schools.  I am working to assist Rostrata Primary 
School as much as I can in building a perimeter fence.  In my first speech in this place I spoke of my general 
opposition to school fencing.  I believed fencing isolated schools from communities and established barriers 
between schools and communities.  Fencing isolates what is, in many ways, public property in the form of 
schools from general social interaction.  I believe that such interaction is an essential part of school facilities.  
Some 18 months later I am an advocate for good, secure and aesthetically pleasing fencing for schools, when it is 
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demonstrated that it is necessary to protect the physical property and educational endeavours and products of 
school students.  Concerns exist for a number of schools in and around my electorate.  There is a tendency for 
brain-dead thugs and vandals to destroy community property and student property and school work.  I am 
pleased to say that school security patrols have had an impact on the situation, but it is impossible to catch every 
brain-dead vandal who wants to destroy school property.  I am persuaded that when a need can be demonstrated, 
because of repeated acts of vandalism on school property by brain-dead thugs, school security fencing can be 
justified.  I support Rostrata Primary School in its endeavours to obtain fencing.   

I have had the pleasure in the past year and a half to offer my support to Burrendah Primary School as it enters 
its first year as a combined school offering primary and early childhood education.  It was a collocated junior 
and primary school that now operates as a single institution.  It is an advance for the community that is supported 
by the Gallop Labor Government.  The school is recognised by the community as part of the Labor 
Government’s commitment to education. 

Parkwood Primary School is now to be one of the new intensive language centres in the south east metropolitan 
region.  I am absolutely thrilled that the Parkwood Primary School community has been involved in discussions 
over the past few weeks.  From all reports, the school is very enthusiastic about this addition to the school 
community.  It is a vital educational service in the community.  It will provide a pathway for migrant children 
from non-English speaking backgrounds to access mainstream education and make their way in our community 
as Australian citizens.  It is a fabulous contribution to the south east metropolitan community.  It is evidence of a 
growing need in my electorate and surrounding areas.  The members for Southern River, Thornlie, Belmont and 
Roleystone have all welcomed migrants to their areas, and they are aware of the need for migrants to access 
mainstream education.  I am thrilled to support Parkwood Primary School as it takes on that challenge. 

I also comment on the water forum that will be held at the Riverton Leisureplex on Thursday, 22 August.  
Already a significant number of people have registered to attend the forum.  People know this is a matter of 
vigorous debate in the community.  That can be seen from letters to local newspapers, conversations in the street, 
electronic media discussion and letters to The West Australian.  The community clearly wants us to involve it in 
discussion about the need for conservation, reuse, recycling, improved water resources and water management.  

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  Why don’t you do something about it? 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  It is that process of participation and consultation, Leader of the National Party, for which the 
people in my community are commending the Government.  The people in my community are acknowledging 
that we cannot go along blindfolded or be like the three wise monkeys and see no evil, hear no evil and speak no 
evil, as the rabble on the other side would have us do.  The community also appreciates that our Government is 
critically engaged in discussions about the future. 

Canning River Regional Park stretches along the Canning River from the old Riverton Bridge to the Nicholson 
Road Bridge at Cannington.  This calendar year I took on the role of Chairperson of the Canning River Regional 
Park Community Advisory Committee.  I am thrilled to be a part of that committee. 

Mr R.C. Kucera:  You are doing very well. 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  Thank you, minister.  It is important to acknowledge volunteer groups and the people who 
keep things like the Canning River Regional Park vibrant.  I acknowledge the Wilson Wetlands Group on the 
north side, outside my electorate, and people in Ferndale, in the electorate of the Minister for Community 
Development.  I am sure she knows Jo Stone and her band of hard workers who are involved in the urban forest 
development on the eastern end of Canning River Regional Park.  The Bannister Creek Catchment Group looks 
after the creek that is part of the border between my electorate and that of the member for Thornlie.  It is an 
award-winning national icon volunteer environmental rehabilitation group.  I have been absolutely thrilled to 
assist it from time to time.  However, I am deeply concerned about the threat to funding for local environmental 
groups due to the federal Government’s budget slashing - it cannot be called budget cutting.  I am most 
concerned, not because Governments must sometimes trim budgets and reshape programs but because this group 
was given every indication, including confirmation in writing, that the program funding would continue until the 
end of June this year.  However, within the space of two weeks its whole world had been turned upside down.  
That announcement came after the budget had been established.  It was not at a time one would expect major 
program changes.  However, somewhere within the portfolio of the federal Minister for the Environment and 
Heritage a decision was made to reshape whole programs.  In spite of national consultation on this program, and 
on the process of its funding and continuation over the preceding 12 months, with no indication of program 
funding change, at the eleventh hour the Bannister Creek Catchment Group and others are in serious danger of 
collapse due to that change in program funding by the federal Government.  I am doing my bit to try to convince 
the federal Government that if it wants to make that sort of change, it should allow winding down time and for 
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negotiation with communities to allow them to deal with the change.  It was highly improper to give a 
community group such as the Bannister Creek Catchment Group just two weeks notice.  In many ways it was 
disdainful, given the work achieved by those extraordinarily valuable volunteer community groups.  

As many people will know, Good Samaritan Industries operates a recycling plant in Canning Vale, which is in 
my electorate.  The plant employs more than 250 people with disabilities.  Most of those people experience some 
form of intellectual disability. 

Several members interjected. 

The DEPUTY SPEAKER:  Order, members!  It is getting late and I would like the member for Riverton to 
continue. 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  I am trying to talk about people with intellectual disabilities having opportunities for 
employment in a place that gives them a sense of wellbeing and that rewards them for hard work while offering 
them opportunities for personal development.  The plant also provides their families with the knowledge that 
these people have a valued and worthwhile place in the community.  It allows them a degree of independence 
and personal development.  If members opposite do not want to know what the Good Samaritan Industries do, 
that is fine by me; I do not mind.  However, if they wish to continue to denigrate in this place my representation 
of those people, I will not hesitate to make sure that those people understand the attitude of members opposite. 

Many of the people who work in the GSI warehouse are involved in traineeships.  Last week I attended the 
completion of the very first Transport and Distribution (Warehousing) Certificate Level One Traineeship.  A 
number of people who completed that traineeship have signed to undertake certificate level two or three in that 
same industry.  I am thrilled to be able to say that some of the level three trainees will be leaders of and will 
teach small work groups; that is, they will be trained under nationally accredited standards and gain 
qualifications that acknowledge their new skills as team leaders and educators in the workplace.  These people 
are to be applauded and celebrated.  Despite their disabilities, of which they are very much aware, they have 
taken on the challenge of overcoming their intellectual disabilities to make a contribution in the very best way 
they can.  I applaud them and pay them my regards. 

I was not going to talk about overseas travel until I heard the Leader of the Opposition refer to it, so I will briefly 
make a point about it. 

Mr R.F. Johnson:  You have been told, have you? 

Mr A.D. McRAE:  I have been told not to end my speech, but to endure the slings and arrows of outrageous 
fortune, which is primarily the member for Whitford.  

I am stunned, shocked and horrified that a person who claims to have the experience and knowledge of the world 
that Hon Norman Moore claims to have has made the outrageous and dumb statement that in some way Australia 
should do away with native title rights.  He should read the Constitution and understand the basis for our law.  
As essentially a common law right in the first instance, native title is not for this or any other Parliament to do 
away with unless we can do that within the terms set down by the Constitution; that is, via just terms 
compensation.  Anybody who suggests otherwise is not only misleading their constituents and taking Australia 
and our community down the road to economic oblivion but also, on top of that, seeking to deny people their 
fundamental human rights as set out in the Constitution of Australia and endorsed by the constitutions of each of 
our States and Territories.  It is absolute nonsense for this mob to suggest what they have, and I know that the 
member for Kalgoorlie refused to contradict Hon Norman Moore’s ridiculous and stupid comments today.  

I will deal with this in more detail when I make a report to the House on my travel, but I had the thrill of 
travelling with the Minister for State Development to Singapore and China during the parliamentary break.  The 
Leader of the Opposition alluded to that and made some suggestion that I had been paid to travel on the 
ministerial account.  I let the Leader of the Opposition know that I travelled on my imprest account.  I sought 
approval for that, and I will report in the way that I am required to.   

I want to also place on the record that while in Perth’s sister city of Hangzhou, in the first floor foyer of the hotel 
in which we stayed, I noticed photographs of some fairly notable international figures who had stayed at the 
same hotel.  There was a photograph of Mao Zedong as we came in, a photograph of Henry Kissinger in the 
stairwell and also a photograph of President Mitterrand.  Would members believe that there was also a 
photograph of Hon Hendy Cowan?  I realised that I was following in some great footsteps.  I recognised that 
Hon Hendy Cowan had trod that path well and done some extraordinary things in cementing the relationship 
between Western Australia and our sister state of Zhejiang.   
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A lot has been said about how Australian liquefied natural gas won this contract that has given such a great boost 
to our State.  This is in a very real way the march of a thousand people, with thousands of people having 
contributed to it.  I am proud to have been able to make my contribution and commend a visit to our sister state 
to all members of this Parliament.   

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr R.F. Johnson.   

House adjourned at 10.13 pm 

__________  
 


